Notes prepared by Gene Gill  
ARGENTINA

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS AND CUSTOMS: A US passport and a VISA are required. To obtain a visa, deliver or send your passport, with a self addressed stamped envelope to a Consulate Office, to be left for 5 working days. No photos and no charge. Tourists may enter with cigarettes, liquor, and personal effects other than clothing of a total value of $500.

CURRENCY: The AUSTRAL.  New denominations around 1987.  Much easier than the old.

LANGUAGE:  Spanish, English widely spoken in Buenos Aires.

TEMPERATURE: A dry, temperate climate throughout most of the country. The area around Iguassu Falls is tropical. The Andes are considerably cooler. Buenos Aires...Dec-Feb-83, Mar-May-82, Jun-Aug-57, Sep-Nov-66.  Our winter is their summer.

SHOPPING HOURS: 10-6 Mon-Fri, 9-1 Sat    BANK HOURS: 9-6 Mon-Fri

THINGS TO BUY: Leather, suede, local wines, woodcarvings, sweaters. One of South America's best bargain countries, but leather is getting expensive now.

FOOD: Beef is among the best in the world. The famous national dish is "Parrillada", and is a mixed-grill of prime steak bits, chicken sections, small sausages, animal organs, lamb and pork slices...barbecued on a small stove at your table. Expect the food to be among the best in the world. Note: There MAY be four meals a day - a light breakfast, a large lunch, a late afternoon tea and pastry, and a huge late dinner at 10 PM.

DRINK: Argentine wines rival those of Chile and are quite inexpensive.

TIPPING: If the service charge is included, add 10% more. If it is not included, tip 15%.  Taxis get 10%. Porters get 50¢ per bag. Attendants 20¢.  Restaurant waiters tend to be cold and snobbish.  

ELECTRICITY: 220 Volts AC        DEPARTURE TAX:  International and Domestic.  
HEALTH: It is recommended that visitors to S. America have a gamma globulin shot.  Check with your physician.

MISCELLANEOUS: In Argentina, there are two currency exchange rates. One is the official rate, and the other is UNOFFICIAL BUT LEGAL. DO NOT USE CREDIT CARDS HERE OR YOU'LL BE CHARGED THE OFFICIAL RATE, which will cost 100% more. Buenos Aires residents are stylish and dress for dinner.

FOR FREE MAPS AND INFORMATION: Argentine Consulate, 3550 Wilshire Blvd. Los Angeles 90010 (213) 687-8884.

BUENOS AIRES

Buenos Aires is often called "the Paris of the Americas". It is the 11th largest city in the world with over I million people. In atmosphere, attitudes, architecture, and modern awareness, this metropolis more closely resembles a western European capital than any other South American city.

You will arrive at the modern EZEIZA INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT, or at the domestic AEROPARQUE. In the city, there are numerous buses decorated in brilliant colors. There's also an antique subway with 5 lines...identified with the sign "Subte".

PLAZA DE LA REPUBLICA: This square is marked by a 220 foot-high obelisk that commemorates the 400th anniversary of the city's founding in 1536. It is the cities most famous landmark...and reminds US visitors of the Washington Monument. You might also think of it as "the Argentine monument to the suppository", as the people, jokingly do. The Plaza fringes the entertainment and theater district, and the nearby area swings day and night.

PLAZA DE MAYO: This is considered the true center of the city and houses a number of government and office buildings. The many parades of the city start here. The square is one block wide and two blocks long, and was named to commemorate the date of independence from the Spanish viceroy. In the past, as many as 100,000 people jammed the square to hear their leader Juan Peron. Today, the plaza has lovely flower gardens and fountains.

CASA ROSADA: Facing the eastern side of Plaza de Mayo, this houses the offices of Argentina's president. It was a fortress in colonial days. It is from the balcony of this building that Eva Peron delivered her rhetoric to the masses.  She continues to be very popular here.

EL CABILDO: Also located on Plaza de Mayo; this building, now a historical museum, is the site of the former city hall. The Casa Rosada and the Cabildo are guarded by soldiers in red and dark blue ceremonial uniforms, complete with sword and feathered top hat.  Photo op!

LA CATEDRAL: Near the Plaza de Mayo, this Greek-facaded, gray structure has gone through many restorations. Here is the tomb of General Jose de San Martin, the Argentine who helped liberate South America from Spain. The church also houses the CHAIR OF RIVADAVIA, a symbol of the Argentine presidency. It belonged to the nations first president and is used whenever the current president visits the cathedral. The president, by law, must be a Catholic.

PLAZA DEL CONGRESO: The National Congress, Argentina's legislature is located here, in the square, block-long, white Greco-Roman structure. Nearby, is a quite park, for resting or for people-watching.

LA BOCA: Little Italy! This old port area was originally the heart of the city, now populated by working-class Italians. It still retains the color of a village in southern Italy.  Very colorful!

BUENOS AIRES...continued

AVELLANEDA BRIDGE: Be sure and see the view from this bridge, which spans the Riachuelo River. An escalator will carry you onto the bridge.

PALERMO PARK: This is where the "Portenos", as the people of Buenos Aires call themselves, go for relaxation. Spread over its 1,100 acres are lakes, lawns, forests, and formal gardens. It's a city within a city. The D line subway goes to the park.

AVENICA NUEVE DE JULIO: This is the widest street in the world...one city block wide or 425 feet across. Here one will find grassy squares in the center, each sectioned off and named after different provinces. The avenue was built by tearing down square block after square block of apartment and office buildings. It is presently 26 blocks long, and still growing. In addition to the Obelisk, the avenue has two huge fountains with special lighting effects. It's the perfect place for strolling and people-watching.  Lots of activity on this avenue.

TEATRO COLON: Filling almost one square block, this majestic building is the center of the city's classical music life. It's been one of the world's major Opera Houses for nearly 80 years.

SAN MARTIN PLAZA: Named after the Argentine liberator, this park has a huge statue of him at its western end. It's a favorite spot for visitors from other parts of Argentina to take photos of themselves.

AVENIDA LAVALLE: A downtown pedestrian-only street, and one of the most active spots of the city. No matter how late at night, or early, there is always something to do here.  Shopping!

SAN TELMO: This area has retained its cobblestone streets, colonial houses, and passageways too narrow for modern cars. Antique shops are plentiful here, and a popular flea market is held each Sunday. At night, the area becomes brightly lit tango bars and cabarets. It is located several blocks south of the Plaza de Mayo.

PLAZA FRANCIA: This area is particularly lively during the summer, as a place to sunbathe, picnic, and nap...or lovers/trysts. Also on the plaza is a new and attractive CULTURAL CENTER.

MUSEO DE BELLAS ARTES: Located across the street from Plaza Francia, this is Argentina's finest Art Museum, with a strong collection of modern artists from Argentina. Its Classical European section is poor, but there are major works by Monet, Degas, Renoir, Chagall, Gauguin and Toulouse-Lautrec. Hours Tue-Sun 9-12:45, 3-6:45.

CEMENTERIO RECOLETA: If you like Forest Lawn in Los Angeles, you'll adore this place. The mausoleum here is a venerated necropolis - a city of the dead, and THE place to be buried. No common graves allowed - only famous families.  Among those famous...Eva Peron, and her crypt is locked and guarded.  Many pilgrimages to her crypt.

BUENOS AIRES...continued

JARDIN BOTANICO: This municipally run garden contains flowers from around the world. Plenty of benches line the walkway. It's a good place to relax.

THE TOWN OF LUJAN: This well-loved Argentine town is located 43 miles from Buenos Aires. The town stands on the spot where a miracle occurred 350 years ago, when the wagon carrying the statue of the Virgin from one church to another, suddenly stopped on the road and would not budge. Taking this as a sign, the people built a chapel to the Virgin on the site, and the town grew up around it. Every December, more than four million pilgrims worship at the shrine of the Virgin of Lujan. It is a monumental Gothic structure.

MUSEO HISTORICO NACIONAL: This museum features mementos, trophies, and depictions of famous Argentine historical events. Thu-Sun 3-7 PM.

MUSEO DE ARTE HISPANO AMERICANO: This museum contains a valuable collection of Spanish -American art of the Spanish colonial period from the 17th-18th centuries. Tue-Sun 2-7 PM.

MUSEO DE LA FARMACIA: Apothecary antiquities are on display here.

RIVER PLATE STADIUM: The national sport of Argentina is Futbol or Soccer. This stadium seats 80,000 and is always packed when First-division games are played.

A VISIT TO AN ARGENTINE RANCH (ESTANCIA): Two ranch trips are available. One is a short 12-mile bus trip and the other involves a 2-hour ride across the pampas. Both feature delicious "parrillada" cooked over an open fire, gaucho dancing, and superb views of the countryside. The life of the gaucho is steeped in tradition. Dressed today as he was hundreds of years ago, he wears a broad-brimmed black hat, tight-fitting shirt, bolero jacket, baggy trousers, silver-decorated belt, and leather boots. If it's cold, he also wears a poncho. He carries a gourd and bombilla (straw) for sipping his bitter tea. And finally, he carries on his saddle, his boleadoras, used to fell stray cattle. These tools of the gaucho are demonstrated and exhibited on the tours.  Generally this writer does not care for this type of “touristy” activity.  However the ranch visit and the food were first rate.

IGUASSU FALLS  (Or Iguacu or Iguacu…depending on the country).

One of the world's great natural wonders is located on the borders of Argentina and Brazil, near Paraguay. Travelers from the world over are attracted to the mammoth falls, which are 50 feet higher than Niagara.

Three waterfalls in the world surpass the rest: Niagara, Victoria, and Iguassu. While the argument as to which of the three is the most spectacular may never end, one thing is certain: Iguassu is unsurpassed. The tropical rain forest provides the ideal setting for the torrents of water that fall and crash with a thunderous noise onto the rocks below, sending spray shooting back into the air to make beautiful rainbows. The Rio Iguassu, a tributary of the Parana, widens to a distance of two miles just above the precipice over which the river drops almost 200 feet, to create Iguassu Falls. Since the lip of the precipice is uneven, the water doesn't fall in one great curtain, but rather in dozens of cataracts, interspersed with jungle greenery. The most spectacular cataract is GARGANTA DO DIABO, or Devil's Throat.

The falls were discovered by conquistador Alvar Nunez Cabeza de Vaca in 1541. Its name comes from the Guarani Indian expression for "big water".

THE ARGENTINE SIDE: A long system of concrete catwalks, built in 1965, winds along the edge of the Rio Parana and skirts the falls, providing a safe perch from which to view the giant cataracts tumbling at your feet. A two-hour walk will take you past all the falls visible on the Argentine side as well as through the tropical jungle. The cataract called Devil's Throat is the most magnificent. There is also a ferry ride from PUERTO IGUAZU on the Argentine side to FOZ DO IGUACU on the Brazilian side.

THE BRAZILIAN SIDE: The best panoramic view of the falls is immediately in front of the Hotel das Cataratas in the national park. The well-manicured path and steps down to the falls start directly in front of the hotel. The steps lead to the very edge of the river, and at one point a catwalk goes right out over the river. WEAR A RAINCOAT OR RENT ONE FROM A VENDOR. The path continues to the head of the falls, where an elevator takes you to the top. From here, it is a short walk upstream to the small boats that will take you on the river for an even closer look.

While any time is a good time to go to Iguassu, the months of August to November are best because you can climb around the falls more easily.  The Falls are served by two airports. The larger of the two is the International airport on the Brazilian side. The other airport is on the Argentine side.

In addition to taking RAIN GEAR, take along Suntan Lotion, and perhaps a bottle of water.

PARAGUAY:  Most visitors to Iguassu take a little side trip to the border with Paraguay.  It’s like any border town…full of vendors out to make a buck.  Very colorful!

