Notes prepared by Gene Gill  
AUSTRALIA

VISA:  A visa is required...Free of charge. Write AUSTRALIA TOURIST COMMISSION, 3550 Wilshire Blvd. Los Angeles 90010 for the application...and for FREE MAPS, and TOURIST INFORMATION. Or Call them.

CURRENCY: The Australian Dollar...100 cents to the Dollar. Bills are 1,2,5,10, 20,50. Coins are 1,2,5,10,20,50 cents.

LANGUAGE:  The Australian version of English...really very nice.

TEMPERATURE:  The seasons are reversed...our summer is their winter. Average in August is 65 degrees.  September is a good month to visit.

BANK HOURS: M-Th 10-3,  Fri 10-5     SHOP HOURS:  M-F 9-5,  Sat 9-12.

THINGS TO BUY:  Opals (no duty), Aboriginal art, copper, silver, leather.

FOOD: No national cuisine, but food can be excellent, thanks to the influx of non-English foreigners who have taught the "Aussies" to cook.

DRINK: Beer is the national drink. Excellent wines. Beer is much stronger than in the US.

TIPPING: Tipping is not obligatory, but you should tip hotel porters and waiters in Deluxe restaurants 10%.  Taxi drivers have set charges.  Nothing extra.  If you really enjoyed yourself in a small, regular, restaurant, a SMALL tip is appreciated.  Aussie’s are horrified at the 15-20% recommended in the U.S.  

AIRPORT: Kingsford Smith Airport...5 miles from Sydney, will probably be your arrival airport. International travelers can take the Kingsford Smith bus to city center...or it will drop you off at designated hotels along the route.

DEPARTURE TAX: There is a "hefty" departure tax from Australia. (In 1985, it was $20). However, this tax can be paid conveniently in advance, by purchasing a departure stamp and placing it in your passport.

THE AUSTRALIAN:  They are a friendly, fun-loving bunch. Originally the country was settled by "convicts" from England. Until recent times, no Australian wanted to acknowledge a "convict" in his background. Suddenly they look on this period with great pride...and the libraries are full of people trying to find an original "convict" in their background. The people of Australia do like the Americans...but they generally think of the U.S. as “California and Disneyland”.  They are very likeable people.  

AUSTRALIA...an overview

Australia was settled by "convicts" from Great Britain in 1878. These “hardened criminals”, such as poachers, pickpockets, rebels, prostitutes, and cardsharks were shipped here after being convicted in England. They landed in Botany Bay (Sydney), and were supposed to establish a totally self-sufficient colony. But few on them were trained at any skill, and none of them knew anything about farming. In addition, they were treated cruelly by the British governors.

Today Australia is a Commonwealth divided into 6 states: New South Wales, Victoria, Queensland, Western Australia, and Tasmania - each with its own government. Few foreigners know the name of Australia's national capital. It's called CANBERRA (pronounced “CAN-brah”, and from here the central government works very much like Washington D.C. responsible not only for the 6 states, but for the two Internal Territories, the Northern Territory and the Australian Capital Territory. Australia is as large as the United States (without Alaska), and is the world's driest continent.

THE ABORIGINES

The original Australians are the only people in the world without a name. They are a "special category of mankind", the Australoids, but ethnically they are simply called Aborigines or "natives". They were, and to some degree still are, the people nobody recognized.

They are believed to have migrated to Australia at least 30,000 years ago, perhaps via a land bridge that once linked the continent to Southeast Asia that was later submerged by the ocean. When the Aborigines arrived they were Stone Age hunters and food collectors. But while the rest of humanity developed into shepherds and peasants, the Aborigines, cut off from the mainstream, stayed nomadic hunters.

There were an estimated 300,000 Aborigines before the coming of the white man, and they were scattered throughout the giant continent in tiny groups that spoke 300 or more languages. Unlike the New Zealand MAORIS and the American Indians, the Aborigines were not organized for war, had no concept of warfare in our sense of the word. This was their particular misfortune.

The Aborigines had invented aerodynamic marvels in the boomerang and the woomera - a kind of wooden extension of the throwing arm that imparts a bullet-like spin to a spear. They had perfected an amazingly sophisticated sign language that acted like a Universal Language. They were the world's greatest trackers and hunters and possessed a highly developed sense of artistry and worked wonders with primitive paint mixtures. They also kept their birthrate at acceptable levels through a complex system of marriage taboos that avoided breeding among the tribes. The entire balance of their existence was destroyed by white settlers.  Today there are only about 50,000 left.  

SYDNEY

TRANSPORTATION: Electric trains (surface and underground), double deck buses, and ferries. Purchase a DAY ROVER TICKET...use on any train, bus or ferry after 9 AM weekdays and all day weekends.

SYDNEY EXPLORER BUS: See 20 of the city's top sights in a special red bus, which is operated by the Department of Tourism. You will have unlimited transportation for 1 day...board or disembark at any of the 20 stops. Bus stops at each point every 15 minutes. Also, you'll get free ferry rides. Stops are clearly marked, and you can linger as long as you like at any sight. Buy the ticket on the bus.  You'll receive an information booklet, plus recorded information along the way.

A WALKING TOUR: Start in MARTIN PLACE where you can pick up an excellent map at the Tourist Bureau. See the flower-filled mall in the CENOTAPH, a memorial to Australia's fallen servicemen. Walk two blocks to AUSTRALIA SQUARE and take the lift to the top of the tallest building in the Southern Hemisphere. The Skywalk at this building is on the 48th floor...fantastic views. Exit to PITT STREET, and turn left. In 2 blocks you reach CIRCULAR QUAY, the busy site of the Ferry wharves and Shipping Terminal. To your right is the futuristic SYDNEY OPERA HOUSE. To your left is the SYDNEY HARBOR BRIDGE. Over the hills behind you are THE ROCKS, part of a long-term development program consisting partly of reconstructions of Australia's past. Walk 2 blocks to ARGYLE ARTS CENTER, a complex of stores, workshops, galleries, and courtyards. Turn right and head uphill through Argyle Cut, a 300-foot tunnel to Miller's Point. At the top of Argyle Street stands the CHURCH OF THE HOLY TRINITY, better known as the GARRISON CHURCH. Circle the green around the church and head down Lower Fort Street. To your left is the oldest pub in Sydney, THE HERO OF WATERLOO HOTEL, which was built as a jail in 1815. The facades along Lower Fort Street are lovely, spanning the major architectural influences of the 19th century. Stroll to the corner of Argyle Street, turn left and view the restored CADMAN'S COTTAGE, which is Sydney's oldest homestead. Walk another block and you are back on CIRCULAR QUAY.

SYDNEY OPERA HOUSE: This building has become the major landmark of Sydney.  It's a futuristic building constructed "like sails of a ship" and set out on a peninsula of the harbor. Conducted tours, lasting one hour, are held daily except Saturday between 9-4 PM. The building took 14 years to build and cost 102 Million Australian Dollars, and was mainly supported by lotteries. The Concert Hall seats 2700 people, The Opera Theatre...1550, and the Drama Theatre... 550, and the Cinema/Chamber Music Hall...420. There are two restaurants in the complex...the expensive BENNELONG, and the Self-service HARBOR, where it is pleasant to sit and watch the ships and ferries go by.  The architect of this famous left, in a dispute before the building was finished, and has never returned to see it.

ROYAL BOTANIC GARDENS: On the shores of Farm Cove...8-sunset. Wide expanses of lawns, plants, flowers, fountains, and statues. Adjoining the gardens are the CONSERVATORIUM OF MUSIC (Originally the stables), and GOVERNMENT HOUSE, which is the residence of the Governor of New South Wales.

SYDNEY...continued

ART GALLERY OF NEW SOUTH WALES: A short walk from the Botanic Gardens. M-Sun 10-5. A fine collection of Australian, European Art...Renaissance to Impressionists. This is a good museum.

THE ROCKS: Since Australia was originally settled by "convicts" from England, this is the area where they were held and served their sentences. After freedom, they were allowed to homestead the new country.  Tourists love this area.

SYDNEY HARBOR BRIDGE: That graceful span over the harbor is a real landmark.

HARBOR CRUISES: There's a 1- hour mini cruise twice daily from Circular Quay.  Popular!

AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM: On College Street. The museum for Natural history, and the study of Aboriginal life, plus a gallery of Melanesian art. Tue-Sat 10-5.

DIXSON AND MITCHELL GALLERIES: A repository of papers, prints, and paintings...all dealing with the settlement of Sydney. Hours M-Sat 10-5. Sun 2-6.

TARONGA ZOO: The most beautiful setting of any zoo in the world. Perched on a hillside 12 minutes by ferry from Circular Quay...harbor panoramas, together with the animals. Take the ferry from Wharf 5, and the waiting bus to top of hill.

FORT DENISON: That little hump of rock with the round tower sticking out of Sydney Harbor is Fort Denison. Today, it's a tide observation station.

ELIZABETH BAY HOUSE: An enchanting period mansion built for the Colonial secretary of New South Wales in 1838. Open Tue - Sun.

SYDNEY TOWER: The newest landmark in town...a giant "needle" at the corner of Market and Pitt Streets. Spectacular views.

KINGS CROSS: This is Sydney's Soho, Montmartre, Greenwich Village, all rolled into one. It's a concentrated cluster of bright lights (some red), filled with more after-dark "whoopee" than you'll find anywhere. There's every conceivable brand of action within its one square mile...from svelte international eateries to sleazy joints...from the "beautiful people" to the bums. This area is a place for drifting around endlessly, dropping in whatever strikes you.  AND IT'S PERFECTLY SAFE. You may be propositioned, but you won’t be assaulted. King's Cross is located where Darlinghurst, Ports Point and Elizabeth Bay meet. You'll be fascinated and will want to return again and again.

CANBERRA...The National Capital     

Canberra is a model capital - a city without slums, no ugly industrial areas, no traffic congestion, clean air, minimal crime and beautiful surroundings.  The pronunciation is CAN-brah.

PARLIAMENT HOUSE: ...was designed as the focal point of the capital and was meant to be considerably more majestic than it turned out. It is, however, a handsome, classically simple complex of white buildings fronted by beautiful lawns and fountains. KINGS HALL features a prize exhibit in the form of one of the three surviving Magna Cartas.

AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL: This is the largest tourist attraction. It stands at the foot of Mount Ainslie, and is an absolutely splendid edifice in honor and memory of the 100,000 men and women who died for the Commonwealth in two World Wars. The memorial contains exhibition galleries with vast dioramas of combat...planes, tanks, artillery pieces, etc. Daily 9AM-4: 45 PM.  There are many war memorials throughout Australia.

CANBERRA CARILLON: ...is one of the largest musical instruments in the world, and was a gift from Britain to mark Canberra's jubilee. It's a tall white pillar, standing at the end of Kings Avenue Bridge and is played in regular Sunday and Wednesday recitals. The Canberra version has 53 bells and playing them requires great strength and skill.

CAPTAIN COOK MEMORIAL: This jet of water operates from 10AM to noon, and from 2 - 4 PM, hurling six tons of water in the air at any one time. Part of the memorial is a nine-foot terrestrial globe on the shoreline.

ROYAL AUSTRALIAN MINT, off Kent Street is where the money is printed.

BOTARIC GARDENS are situated on the slope of Black Mountain...devoted entirely to native flora...gardens crisscrossed by beautiful walks through green and shady glens over bridges and small ponds.

BLUNDELL'S FARMHOUSE was built in 1858 as a ploughman's cottage. Three rooms are furnished in the old pioneer style and are open from 2-4 daily. 10-12 Wed.

THE EMBASSIES: Over 50 countries maintain diplomatic representatives in Canberra and their buildings form a tourist attraction all their own.

ARTWORKS AND FOUNTAINS: The city is dotted with artistic sculptures and statuary, sometimes combined with fountains or acting as children's fantasy implements. All of them are modernistic and most are symbolic.

MELBOURNE

Melbourne is Australia's "second city" and is also the financial and commercial hub, home of the most prestigious schools, and the arbiter of art, fashion and Culinary delights. This Victorian capital lacked the natural advantages of her rival, Sydney...no breathtaking harbor, and her only river is a brown apology. Therefore the city was designed to LOOK like the nation's #1 place.

MUTUAL BUILDING: Look down from the top (447 Collins St) and you'll see how truly beautiful the city is.

VICTORIAN ARTS CENTRE: St. Kilda Road, includes a 450-foot spire, a theatre, a concert hall, and an art gallery. Both the building and its contents are reputedly the finest of their kind in the Southern hemisphere. The structure looks like an immense granite slab from the outside, but the interior is a wonderful blending of architectural elements. The entire ground floor is devoted to Asian Art. Above there is a European section covering early European Art and another section which includes works by Manet, Degas and Pissaro. lO-5PM...'til 9PM on Wednesday. Closed Monday.

NATIONAL MUSEUM OF VICTORIA: Russell Street...concentrates on natural history, with sections on anthropology, zoology, geology, etc.

CITY SQUARE: Extends from TOWN HALL to ST. PAUL'S CATHEDRAL...and is a kind of architectural goulash garnished with lawns, shops, cafes, and waterfalls that remind one of flushing toilets. The real attraction is the VIDEO MATRIX, a huge screen consisting of 25,000 lamps individually controlled by a computer. The matrix acts as an electronic town crier, announcing what's happening, where, when, as well as showing direct telecasts from TV Stations. It's a great and FREE special event.

SAONA: ...is a romantic paddle steamer that plies the Yarra River from Princess Walk to the Botanic Gardens, Como Park, and Fairview Park. These are leisurely two-hour cruises, giving you ample Shore leave at the stops, and a chance to view Melbourne from the river - probably the best vantage point.

OLD MELBOURNE GAOL AND PENAL MUSEUM:  On Russell Street, this is an old bluestone prison built in 1841. It contains relics from the grimmest and wildest pages of Australia's history.

CAPTAIN COOK'S COTTAGE: At Treasury Gardens, is the residence of one of mankind's greatest explorers and the discoverer of Australia.  Open daily.

LA TROBE COTTAGE: By the Botanical Gardens, was Victoria's first Government House. Quite small and simple outside, it has a remarkably elegant interior. Governor La Trobe, who ran the colony until 1854, was as much a visionary as an administrator. He conceived, among other projects, the Melbourne Botanical Gardens. Open daily.

MELBOURNE...continued

THE SHRINE OF REMEMBRANCE: St. Kilda Road...is dedicated to Australia's war dead, and the monument has a great dome with an opening so contrived that precisely at "Armistice Hour 1918”, a single ray of light shines on the Stone of Remembrance below.

MELBOURNE ZOO: In Royal Park...take the electric train from Flinders Street Station. If you have not yet seen Koalas and Kangaroos, see them here in natural environments. Open daily.

LUNA PARK: St. Kilda Esplanade, is a handily compact amusement park crammed with devices to shake, whirl, rattle, bump, swing, slide and bounce one around - if this be of interest to you.

COMO: Como Avenue, is a century-old mansion preserved by the National Trust. On view inside is the entire lifestyle of the Victoria rich - coaches and kitchen gear, furniture, drapes, and bathroom utensils. The house is very enchanting, with wonderful white verandas and delicate wrought railings, set among 5 acres of neat lawns, flower gardens and fountains. Catch the #8 tram from Swanston St.  Daily until 5 PM.

RIPPON LEA: 192 Hotham St...Another Victorian mansion on 13 acres of gardens and lakes, populated by peacocks. Daily until 5 PM.

ROYAL BOTANICAL GARDENS: The most beautiful in Australia and among the world's finest examples of classical landscaping. There are 3 lakes, some 43 acres of flowerbeds, 35 acres of lawns.

KING'S DOMAIN: Between the Botanical Gardens and the city, it's noted for its flower clock containing 10,000 plants.

SHOPPING: Melbourne is the country's shopping center par excellence. This applies to the entire retailing range from monumental department stores to plush little boutiques to flea markets. The two main shopping drags are Bourke St. and Collins Street.  There are also shopping arcades: ROYAL ARCADE on Bourke Street...AUSTRALIA ARCADE and BLOCK COURT off Collins Street. The FLEA MARKET on Drummond Street opens Friday nights and Saturday mornings.

ABORIGINAL ARTIFACTS AND HANDICRAFTS: 167 Collins St.  Genuine handmade spears, boomerangs, bark paintings, etc. sold on behalf of the Aborigines.

ALTMAN and CHERNY:  227 Collins...for Opals. Also WENTWORTH JEWELLERS, a subsidiary of the above...with the world's most valuable black opal.

BRISBANE

The moment you enter Brisbane you realize you're in holiday land - the capital of a state that counts tourism as a major industry. The subtropics start here, the sun shines with persistence and the air is balmy. Brisbane is now a city larger than Boston. The shops are loaded with tropical fruit and girls go bare armed and looking gorgeous, and everybody has a tan. Like other Australian capitals, Brisbane was founded as a convict settlement in 1824.

TRANSPORTATION: ...consists of buses and river ferries. For sightseeing the best buy is the DAY ROVER, which entitles the holder to unlimited bus rides for one day. The ferries are fast, cheap, clean, and great fun to ride. Try the GOLDEN MILE FERRIES for commuter service from the City to EAST BRISBANE.

CITY HALL:  Located on KING GEORGE SQUARE, one should go here for an overview of the city. From the top you get a real taste of the mishmash of Victorian, Edwardian, 1930's and glass-walled modern architecture that characterizes the city. At the tip of the bend of the BRISBANE RIVER is the beautiful STORY BRIDGE. As you look at this, directly behind you is the BOTANIC GARDENS, containing the STATE PARLIAMENT...and the direction of the GOLD COAST- the sun drenched chain of beach resorts. The other bridges spanning the river – WILLIAM JOLLY, VICTORIA, and CAPTAIN COOK BRIDGES can serve as landmarks. Especially nice is the Victoria Bridge with its nearby spectacular ELIZABETH II JUBILEE FOUNTAIN, which throws a sparkling pillar of water high above the surface.  Beyond the river rises MT. COOT-THA FOREST PARK, which is about 4 miles from Brisbane.

OUEENSLAND MUSEUM: ...at the corner of Gregory Terrace and Bowen Bridge Rd, has a German WWII tank outside, looking almost as prehistoric as the dinosaurs inside. There's a large range of natural history and technology exhibits.

QUEENSLAND ABORIGINAL CREATIONS: At 135 George St..is the curio section of the Department of Aboriginal and Islanders Advancement...offering a fascinating display of tribal masks, weapons, fire sticks, and the strange musical instruments known as "bullroarers". Also...bark paintings. 9-4:30 Mon-Fri.

OBSERVATORY: At Wickham Terrace.  Originally built by convicts as a windmill. But the sails wouldn't operate, so the structure was converted into a man-propelled treadmill.

THEY PASSED THIS WAY MEMORIAL: Located at L.B. Johnson Place, this memorial was erected by the people of Oueensland as a tribute to the USA. During the Pacific crisis of WWII, General MacArthur made his headquarters in Brisbane.

QUEENSLAND ART GALLERY: 160 Ann St in the M.I.M. Building. This is a temporary location...gallery may have moved. Houses a good collection of Australian contemporary painters and an excellent Picasso. Daily  ‘til 5 PM.

BRISBRNE...continued

LONE PINE SANCTUARY: One of Brisbane's tops attractions...a  15 minute drive west of the city. This was the first KOALA SANCTUARY established in Australia and now has a colony of around 100 of these cuddly "bears". The welcoming committee consists of a Koala named Jockey riding on the back of a German Shepherd. There's a photographer on the grounds if you want a picture of yourself holding one of the Koalas. This sanctuary also houses a large cross-section of Australian fauna, including kangaroos and emus that you can feed by hand. There are also pythons, Tasmanian Devils, Dingoes and crocodiles.

You can get to LONE PINE SANCTUARY by BUS. Catch it on Adelaid Street. But it's more fun to take the 14 mile route by ferry which leaves from Hayles Wharf at Victoria Bridge daily at 2 PM. The park is open daily 9:30-5PM.

BUNYA PARK: ...about 18 miles from Brisbane...is another outstanding sanctuary for wildlife. The park is designed around a "bush walk" leading through various reserves where the inhabitants live as similarly as possible to their natural habitats. Kangaroos to Koalas, wedgetailed eagles to wombats - all ready for your camera.

THE GOLD COAST: Southeast of Brisbane, along the surf-drenched beaches of the warm Pacific, lies Australia's premier tourist resort - the GOLD COAST. It is such a perfect replica of Miami Beach that you couldn't tell the two apart unless you heard the accents. There are, of course, variations. SURFERS PARADISE is simultaneously the largest, flashiest, noisiest and liveliest resort. Overall, the beaches are gorgeous.

There are other attractions here:

SEA WORLD...which ranks among the greatest aquatic show spots round anywhere.

BIRD LIFE PARK AND KOALA VILLAGE..,a happy confusion of zoo, aquarium, circus, and aviary.

PACIFIC FAIR...Australia's most unusual shopping center, built around a central lake, complete with waterfall and tropical fish.

BARRY'S ART GALLERY is a large wooden cottage with decent local art.

DREAMWORLD...the Gold Coast's latest playpen...a happy mélange of Disneyland, and Coney Island.

PLUS:  THE GREAT WHITE SHARK EXPO.  THE PALMS.  LAND OF LEGEND.  FAIRYTALE CASTLE.  WAX MUSEUM.  SAILWORLD.  NATURELAND.  HAWES BOOMERANG FARM.  BIRD SANCTUARY... for those who don't want to make use of the beaches.

CAIRNS (Pronounced "Canes")

Cairns is the northern most city in Queensland, a bustling, thriving, humid harbor town just over a century old. The town has a spectacular setting. Overlooking the radiantly blue waters of Trinity Bay, Cairns lies enclosed in a ring of green sugarcane fields, which form a natural boundary. Farther inland the mountains rise in steep slopes, covered in thick rain forest. But the main claim to fame is Cairn's proximity to THE GREAT BARRIER REEF and the world's best Marlin fishing...for game, not for eating. Cairns is a small town.

HOUSE OF 10,000 SHELLS: ...a shell museum displaying specimens from every part of the world.

REEF WORLD: An intriguing display of marine creatures - Barrier Reef coral, turtles, and crocodiles.

CAIRNS BOTANICAL GARDENS: About 2 miles from city center. Planted back in 1886, these gardens are now wonderfully luxuriant - a kind of harnessed tropical jungle.

MARLIN WHARF: During the big game season, from August to November, black marlin hunters head here to weigh and show off their catch.

THE WATERWORKS: One of the greatest fun contraptions outside of Disneyland. It's a kind of water complex - four giant waterslides, each different, where you go belly-down head first through a winding enclosed tube that finally spits you gently into a pool. The slides range from exciting to scary.

KURANDA: The scenic rail trip from Cairns to Kuranda is one of the best outings in Australia. The tracks run for 28 miles through spectacular vistas - and the train stops at the greatest for the benefit of cameras. The mountains of the Atherton Tableland rise green, steep, and majestic before you, waterfalls cascade like silver curtains beside the track, and the air breathes sweet and cool. There are 15 tunnels en route, each one opening up on some new panoramic splendor. At the BARRON GORGE the roaring waters of the BARRON FALLS have been harnessed to a hydroelectric complex, but the trip through the gorge, on high iron girders, is almost as scary as it is dramatic. Kuranda lies on the rim of the GREAT PLATEAU and boasts what may be the prettiest railroad station in the world - a cross between tropical bungalow and flower garden. The town has a wildlife park, a pioneer cottage museum, and THE MOUNTAIN GROVES HOSTELRY where you can have "high tea". ROBB'S MONUMENT, a stone memorial to the engineer who built this fabulous railway is nearby.

LIZARD ISLAND: ...adjacent to the outer Great Barrier Reef, this is a deserted patch of paradise that has been transformed into a natural park. It contains a magical Blue Lagoon for skinny-dipping or scuba diving, plus a dozen shaded beaches you have virtually to yourselves. There are "day trips" available to the Island.

CAIRNS...continued

GRFAT BARRIER REEF: The Great Barrier Reef is the largest structure ever built by living creatures - by corals. It stretches from the New Guinea region all the way south to the Tropic of Capricorn, a length of more than 1200 miles. The term "reef" is misleading. Actually, it's a series of reefs, coral cays, islands and tiny islets lapped by a warm, wonderfully clear blue-green sea rarely more than 100 feet deep. This strip of shallow ocean harbors the most varied and colorful marine life found anywhere on the globe: some 1400 varieties of fish and amphibians and reptiles including sea turtles, sharks, giant rays, marine snakes, jellyfish, octopi, starfish, molluscs, and sea urchins. At low tide vast stretches of the reef lie exposed. You can wander over them and explore some of the marvels left behind by the retreating water. But do observe a few precautions. Put on tennis shoes, because coral can be razor sharp...and don't pick up anything unless you know what it is. Some of the Islands...

GREEN ISLAND: is a Small coral cay rising about two feet above sea level, densely wooded and lapped by crystal-clear water. This is the most popular of the Barrier Reef islands, offers the most fun facilities, and draws the largest crowds. Just offshore stands the UNDERWATER CORAL OBSERVATORY, where you actually walk on the ocean bed and gaze at the submarine scenery through viewing windows. You see the fantastic coral gardens, the clouds of darting rainbow-colored fish, the clams, starfish and ribbon-like water snakes. For a view from above you can take a ride in the glass bottom boats.

DUNK ISLAND: is a rather plain name for a dazzling beauty patch, developed for $2.5 million to make it luxurious. Dunk has everything you'd expect from a tropical paradise: unspoiled vegetation and homegrown produce, delicate reef fish and top-grade chefs to cook them, vast lonely stretches of sandy beach and a hectic nightlife.

LOW ISLES: is a small coral cay and a striking contrast to the other islands the only residents being a lighthouse keeper and his family. The lighthouse is over a century old, the corals can be viewed from a glass-bottom boat, the low tide on the reef exposes some of the most gorgeous shells in creation, and the water is so crystal clear that you can almost count the pebbles many feet below as you float on top.

THE BEST TIME TO EXPLORE THE REEF IS FROM MAY THROUGH ROVEMBER, when the tides are the lowest.

NOTE:  Most tourists visit the Great Barrier Reef aboard the famous  “QuickSilver”.  This “boat” goes out to the reefs and docks at its private wharf.  Here you can swim around the reef (water goggles and fins included), visit an underwater viewing area, and take a submarine ride around the area.  A lunch is included, but if you spend time eating lunch you don’t have enough time to enjoy the reef.  The Great Barrier Reef is truly a highlight of any visit to Australia.  Unfortunately you need more than just the few hours you’re there. 

ALICE SPRINGS

Alice Springs is a modern desert town, which tourists find completely in accordance with their image of Australia. In 1860 explorer John Stuart became the first white man to set foot on the present site. In 1871 a surveyor came upon a large waterhole and christened it Alice Springs after the name of his employer's wife. A telegraph repeater station was built at the site, followed by a settlement. That old telegraph station is now a museum, preserved exactly as it looked when the telegraph wire represented this areas only link with the civilized south and the world beyond. While in Alice Springs you're constantly aware that this is an oasis in the middle of nowhere. The wilderness laps on all sides, there's an unmistakable whiff of desert in the air, and you only have to drive a few blocks to find yourself with limitless horizon.

Once the wide red land all around belonged to the Arunta, the Pintjantjarra, and the Gurindji. There descents are still there. The desert climate is still there too. There is a kind of brute violence in its extremes that no amount of air conditioning can tame. From November to March, the town sizzles, the landscape glimmers with heat. From April to October the days are sunny, but the temperature drops steeply as soon as the sun sets. Sunglasses are an essential part of your attire here...and STURDY walking shoes if you plan to visit scenic attractions. The one garb you'll hardly ever see is the color white. Red dust plays havoc with that color.

TODD RIVER: ...divides the town into two section. Most of the year, this "river" is merely a dry, sandy riverbed.

TODD STREET: ...the main street. It begins as GAP ROAD and changes its name 1/2 way down. At one end is the square formed by Stuart.  WILLS TERRACE is at the other end.

PITCHI RICHI:  …an Aboriginal term meaning "break in the range"...is an outdoor museum and bird sanctuary just across Neavitree Gap. The museum, blending with the open bush land all around is a delightful mixture of art and artifacts. Daily 9AM-5PM.

PANORAMA GUTH: is a museum built around the colossal work of Dutch artist Henk Guth who came to to Alice Springs in 1966. His panorama here is a canvas 20 feet high and 200 feet around, with a foreground of natural sand and shrubs that give the painting an uncanny air of realism. You view it from a platform with special lighting effects that would make you swear you're gazing at a real sunlit landscape all around you.

ANZAC HILL: Climb this hill for a real panorama of the town.  It’s not steep.  More like a gentle uphill stroll.  

ALICE SPRINGS...CONTINUED

CAMEL FARM: This is Australia's one and only camel farm. Camels were originally imported as domestic beasts, but a number escaped into the desert, where they adapted, survived and multiplied, and became part of the "wild" native fauna. Noel Fullarton reversed the process ...capturing the wild camels and breaking them in. Today, his camels are actually exported to Iran and Saudi Arabia.

THE OLD TELEGRAPH STATION: ...about 2 miles south of the town. The original spring is still here and the whole area is now a national park.

AYERS ROCK

This is THE landmark of the territory and one of the most stunning natural marvels in the world. It is the summit of a buried mountain, the largest monolith on earth, rising unbelievably huge, and abrupt from the flat, scrub desert that surrounds it. Towering 1143 feet above the plain and measuring 5 1/2 miles in circumference, the rock is twice the size of central London. The wind playing around its titanic flanks gives the monolith a strange moaning "song" that the Aborigines - who venerated it for centuries believed were spirit voices. They called the rock ULURU.

Ayers Rock lies amid MOUNT OLGA NATIONAL PARK, about 280 miles from Alice Springs. The road there is rough going, but the sight there takes your breath away the suddenness with which this monster looms before you, the sheer silent immensity of its bulk catches your throat before you become aware of its colors. The colors change with the time of the day - from deep scarlet to gold to delicate lilac, presenting entirely new vistas with every hue. The rock is honeycombed with caves, many still unexplored, and some used for tribal ceremonies and burial chambers. There is an aura of ageless mystery about the rock that no amount of camera-clicking can capture.  Do yourself a favor:  Get up before sunset and walk to the viewing area and watch Ayers Rock at Sunrise.  Breathtaking!  Then be sure and see it again at sunset.  Unreal!  

(Note:  At Ayers Rock you’ll learn why the Aussie wears those hats with small corks dangling from them.  Those moving corks help keep the flies from your face.) 

You can climb all the way up IF YOU'RE IN GOOD PHYSICAL CONDITION. At the top you sign your name in the park ranger's book and get your reward in the form of a fabulous view. The crystal clarity of the air shrinks distances in an amazing fashion.  This writer climbed the rock and considers it one of his greatest achievements.  IT’S NOT EASY!

THE OLGAS: Twenty miles from the rock stands a cluster of striking blue domes called The Olgas. They are huge round-monoliths topped by Mount Olga, rearing 1800 feet and encircling some of the most beautiful bush land in the center. These rocks also change coloring and glow like red-hot irons in the morning. The park has a large variety of wildlife - from big goannas to tiny marsupial mice. There are also flies! One tries to ignore them, because the visit is worth the irritation.

