Notes prepared by Gene Gill

AUSTRIA

CURRENCY:  The Euro... 100 cents to the Euro.  Bills are 5,10,20,50,100,200.  Coins are 1,2,5,10,20,50 cents and 1, 2, Euro.  The Euro was introduced in 2002.  THERE IS A SERVICE CHARGE PER TRAVEL CHECK CASHED.

TEMPERATURE:  June and July are mild; in mid 70’s ... some rain.

LANGUAGE:   German ... but English is spoken in tourist areas.

BANK HOURS:   M-F 8-3                  SHOP HOURS: M-F 8-6. Sat 9-1

FOOD:   Similar to German.  BACKHENDL is young chichen, breaded and deep-fried.

GULYASSUPPE is a long-simmering Goulash.  NATURSCHNITZEL is an unbreaded cutlet.

TAFELSPITZ is boiled beef with chive sauce, potatoes, apples and horseradish.

DRINK: Wines are your best bet... a great variety.  And Beer.

TIPPING:  A tip is automatically added to your restaurant bill.  They expect 1-2 Euros more.  Leave a tip for your chambermaid at the hotel.  Tip porters.

SCHWECHAT AIRPORT: There is rail service from the Schwechat Airport to Vienna, daily, except Sunday, about every hour.  Bus service also links the airport and the city terminal Building near Bahnhof-Wien-Mitte.  The city Terminal is the Hilton Hotel.  Also, a microbus can deliver you to your hotel.  All are much cheaper than a taxi.

Vienna Card:  The VIENNA CARD for 72 hrs, available at the Railway Station, the airport, and key Metros is a good deal.  It offers reductions at 210 museums and includes all transportation.  

FOR FREE MAPS AND INFORMATION:    www.austria.info 

VIENNA (Wien)
Vienna is the crown jewel of the Hapsburg Empire and was built to rule half of Europe, with sprawling palaces, magnificent gardens, heroic statues, and ornate fountains.  Today’s Vienna, a huge city, with no Empire to rule, is steeped more in nostalgia than in glory.  Half the people in Vienna are over 60, and most of the rest, it seems, are tourists.  It is a major art and music capital of the world.  During this writer’s return visit in 1991, the people had changed.  They appeared to be very cold ( but not rude) , and totally indifferent, even to each other. 

TRANSPORTATION:   Subway and trams... very efficient.  The subway is called STADTBAHN.  Tobacco shops sell booklets of discount tickets for all public transportation.  Buy a book of 5 tickets and save.  There is also VIENNA CARD for 72 hrs, available at the Railway Station, the airport, and key Metros.  It offers reductions at 210 museums.  Trains from the west (Salzburg) and to Budapest arrive /depart WestBahnhof.  Trains to Prague depart Suedbahnhof.

THE HOFBURG: Mon-Sat 8:30-12,12:30-4:30. Sun 8:30-12. Tram 1,2,D,J.  This was the official residence of the Hapsburgs and was built between the 13th and 20th centuries in every conceivable architectural style.  It’s an enormous complex of buildings bounded by vast parks.  THE SWISS COURT is the oldest part of the palace.  THE GOTHIC ROYAL CHAPEL is where the Vienna Boys’ Choir sings.  ST.  AUGUSTINE’S CHURCH has the LORETO CHAPEL with its famous “heart crypt” of 54 urns with the hearts of the Hapsburgs in them.  THE SCHATZKAMMER contains imperial and religious treasures.  THE IMPERIAL ROOMS are the rooms of Franz Joseph and Czar Alexander I of Russia.  THE NEUE HOFBURG houses the world’s second largest collection of armor.  THE SPANISH RIDING SCHOOL is where the famous Lippizaner horses perform. No performances in July and August, but you can visit the school and the stables.

THE KUNSTHISTORES:  This Museum of Fine Arts is located at I Maria Theresien Platz, across from the Hofburg.  Tram 1,2,,52,58,D,J. to Burgring.  Tue-Sun 10-6.  Tue-Fri 10-9.  Closed Monday.  The major collection is on the second floor... and is fabulous at many points ... Vermeer’s ARTIST IN HIS STUDIO, rooms filled with Rubens, Rembrandt, Breughel, and excellent Holbeins, Durers, Van Eycks, Titian, and Caravaggio.  On the first floor is a collection of Egyptian, Greek and Roman antiquities, along with the world’s largest collection of tapestries.  The main attraction on this floor is Cellini’s SALT CELLAR, made for Francis I.

THE RING: The oval central area of ‘Old Vienna’.  It’s now a pedestrian zone and is the ideal place for booking a hotel –although more expensive.

THE GRABEN:  The major shopping street with Baroque fountains and fancy shops.

ST. STEPHENS: Daily 8-5. This Cathedral is the focal point of Vienna and has the highest steeple.  It was founded in the 12th century and is Gothic in style, with some Romanesque elements. Visit the CRYPT for the ornate tombs.  About 10 years ago some demented architect built an extremely modern building across from St. Stephens.  This modern building is completely covered in a mosaic of mirrors and is totally out of place in ‘Old Vienna’.  

MOZARTHAUS: Domgasse 5, 10-8 PM.  Stephansplatz.   Mozart stayed from 1784 to 1787 in an apartment with four rooms, two small rooms, and a kitchen – almost lordly. This is the only one of about a dozen of Mozart’s Viennese apartments that has been preserved until today.   He wrote "The Impesario" and "The Marriage of Figaro" while living in this house.   

VIENNA…Continued


SCHONBRUNN: Take U4 to Schonbrunn stop or trams 10 or 58, Bus 10 or 19….. 15 minutes.  The grounds are open from 8-8, and are glorious...classical stone arches on the highest point ... excellent views ... the Neptune Fountain ... artificial Roman Ruins ... and the largest hothouse in Europe.  This is the summer palace of the Hapsburgs, who are prohibited, by law, from entering Austria today.  The palace was begun in 1695 by Emperor Leopold I, but the greatest impact was left by Empress Maria Therese, who managed to have 16 children, run the country, fight a war, and still find time to decorate and re-design this palace ... finishing it in 1749.  It is virtually intact, as she left it.  Outstanding rooms ... Chinese, Napoleon, Porcelain, Guest, and the famous Millions Room, which is a highly ornate Rococo design.  Take the Imperial Tour (22 rooms).  It’s really enough and it includes a self-guide audio in English.

OPERA HOUSE: This is one of  the world’s most splendid Opera Houses.  The season lasts from September thru the end of June.  The city of ZAGREB in Yugoslavia, loved this structure so much  that they made an exact copy in their city.
THE PRATER:   The famous amusement park of Vienna which is best known for its                                              huge ferris wheel ... the largest in the   world.   No admission to the grounds.  There                                              are cheap beer gardens and restaurants  throughout the park. Take bus AK or BK from the “Ring”.

ZENTRALFRIEDHOF (CENTRAL CEMETERY): Take U3 to Simmering (30 min).  Located at 234 Simmeringer Hauptstrasse.  Within feet of each other are the graves of Beethoven, Brahms, Schubert, and Strausse... along with the most ornate headstones you’ll ever see.  Very interesting.

BELVEDERE PALACE:    Prinz Eugen Strasse 27. Tue-Sun 10-5. Tram D.  This is a light, airy, Baroque Palace built between 1714 and 1723 as a summer residence for Austria’s beloved Prince Eugen.  UPPER BELVEDERE PALACE is the more formal and lavish...and was used for state occasions and for guests.  It’s now a gallery for 19-20th century art.  Beautiful views of Vienna from the top floor.  LOWER BELEVEDERE PALACE is across the beautiful sculpture garden and is where the Prince lived.  It is now the MUSEUM OF AUSTRIAN BAROQUE.   


CRYPTS OF THE HAPSBURGS: Located in KAPUZINER CHURCH near the Albertina and behind the Opera House ... 2 Tegetthoffstrasse.  Daily 9:30-4:00.      KAISERGRUFT or Royal Crypts in this church date back 300 years.

COMPOSERS MONUMENTS AND ROOMS: Monuments are located everywhere, but the loveliest are in the STADTPARK.  The memorial rooms are not recommended unless you are really into music, because they are plain and simple.  BEETHOVEN ... 8 Moelkerbastei, home of the composer.  SCHUERT ... 54 Nussdorferstrass, birthplace of the composer.  MOZART ... 5 Domgasse, relics of the composer.

LIECHTENSTEIN MUSEUM:  Furstengasse1.  9-8 Clo Tue.  Streetcar D, Bus 40.  Bauemfeldplatz.  With the reopening of the Liechtenstein Museum in 2004, some of the art treasures in the Princely Collections of Liechtenstein returned home to Vienna.  They contain  an extensive collection of Rubens, prominent works by van Dyck, Cranach, Raphael, Rembrandt.
VIENNA...continued

ALBERTINA MUSEUM: Located at I Augustinerstrasse.   The world’s largest collection of prints.  Many are on display ... while others are represented by  reproductions.  If you want to see a particular print, they will bring it to you.

ACADEMY OF FINE ART: 3 SchillerPlatz, near the Opera.  The Academy has a gallery of Old Masters (works by Dutch and Flemish painters of the 17th century, above all Rubens and van Dyck). Other remarkable pieces include the altarpiece of the Last Judgment by Bosch, Murillo's "Two Boys Playing Dice" and  views of Venice by Francesco Guardi. 

JARHUNDERTS MUSEUM: Modern art.  Located in the Schweizergarten.

SIGMUND FREUD MUSEUM: 19 Berggasse. 9-4 PM.  Ring the bell, push door.  This is the former home of the father of psychiatry.  Tram D to Schlickgrasse.

WATCH MUSEUM: 2 Schulhof.  Charming and interesting ... if you have “the time”.

AUSTRIAN MUSEUM OF MILITARY HISTORY: I8 Objekt.  Take the tram to Sudbahnhof and then a short walk.  Contains the automobile in which Francis Ferdinand and his wife were assassinated ... bringing on WWI ... and his bloodstained uniform, plus countless mementos of Austrian generals.

KAHLENBERG HILL: For a complete and panoramic view of Vienna and the Danube.  Take the underground line U4 to Heiligenstadt. From there take the bus 38A.
EXCURS1ON TRAlN TO MELK: Free with Eurail.  Visit the famous MONASTERY.  Return by boat (also free with Eurail) on the Danube at 4 PM.  Arrives back in Vienna at 8 PM.  The scenery along the Danube is great.

TOURS TO VIENNA FOREST TO MAYERLING ... are available...brochures at your hotel.

MUSEUM M0DERNER KUNST:    Liechtenstein Palace, Furstengasse 1.       International modern works by Warhol, Klee, Kandinsky.  Wed-Mon 10-6.  Tram D to Furstengsse.

BEETHOVEN HOUSE ... Tue-Sun 9-12:15,1-4:30.  Tram 1,2 or D to Schottentor.

HAYDEN HOUSE...Tue-Sun 9-12:15,1-4:30.  Tram 52,58.  Haydngasse 19.

MOZART HOUSE ... Tue-Sun 9-12:15,1-4:30. ()I or U3 to Stephansplatz.  Domgasse 5.

SCHUERT HOUSE   ... Tue-Sun 9-12:15,1-4-30. S to Nussdorfer Strasse, #54.

STRAUSS HOUSE ... Tue-Sun 9-12:15,1-4:30. U to Nestroyplatz. Praterstrasse 54.

SALZBURG

Salzburg in on the SALZACH RIVER, which divides the town in half ... the new city (right bank with the railway station and most large hotels, and the old city (left bank), the historic heart of Salzburg.    To see Salzburg, YOU WALK because the old city is a living museum.

BIRTHPLACE OF MOZART ... is the most heavily visited attraction in Salzburg.  Located at 9 Getreidegasse, on the 3rd floor, is the apartment where Mozart was born and lived for the first seven years of his life.  He began to compose in this very apartment.  You will be greatly affected to see the crib of his first years and well as the original furnishings of the apartment.  Daily June-August. 9-6.  Bus 1 from Station.  Better to walk.  It’s not far.

HOHENSALZBURG FORTRESS: Built from 1077-1681 as a residence for religious leaders who ruled Salzburg for more than 500 years, this fortress is impressive not simply as a perfectly preserved medieval fortress, but for the panoramic view it affords of all of Salzburg).  This enormous castle, with walls, turrets and fortifications was built entirely by hand, without machinery.  A FUNICULAR located on Monchsberg (the hill dominating Salzburg) takes one to the main entrance.  Tours leave every 15 minutes from 9-5:30.  You’ll be guided through the fortress, up and down many steps and along wooden corridors, stopping to hear explanations of every major feature, including the Royal Suite.  You can also go thru independently on your own.

HAUS DER NATUR: This is the Museum of Natural History at 5 Museumplatz.  Daily except Sunday 9-12, 2-5.  You’ll see practically everything that lives or grows on our planet... in brilliant displays.  Included are pre-historic animals, a calf with 2 heads, a chicken with 4 legs, etc.-

HELLBRUNN PALACE: 3 miles south of Salzburg ... built in 17th century as a hunting lodge for the archbishops.  It features numerous hidden trick fountains and water sprays on the large grounds.  The archbishop could (and someone will do it today), by a wink of the eye to a servant, cause a waterspout to jolt the serenity of a visitor.  There’s also a toy theatre, imposing statues among the well-hidden outlets, which spit water.  Take bus H from the railway station (every 30 min) to the stop in front of the palace. 9-4:30.

SALT MINES NEAR HALLEIN: 10 miles south and more interesting that they may sound.  They are huge salt mines in the Durrnstein Mountain, in operation from Roman times.  Take an early train from Salzburg... 15 minutes.  In Hallein, walk to the River, cross it and follow signs.  A miner will conduct the one-hour tour.

CABLE CAR TO UNTERSBERG: Daily 8:30-5.  From St. Leonhard, 7 miles from Salzburg, the cable car takes you to the summit of the Untersberg Mountain.

SALZBURG ... continued

THE CARILLON AT MOZARTPLATZ:  Daily at 7 AM, 11 AM, 5:30 PM, this 35-bell chime will play its tunes.

CATHEDRAL MUSEUM AND EXCAVATIONS: On Residenzplatz, the cathedral is famed for its three bronze doors.  The Museum is open daily Mon-Sat 10-5, Sun 11-5.  The excavations are available to visitors.

MONCHSBERG ELEVATOR: At the “in-city”  mountain of the same name, it leads from the Anton Neumayer Platz to a panoramic platform, just below the Cafe Winkler ... Daily 7-3.

MOZART’S RESIDENCE:   ... At 8 Markartplatz ... not to be confused with the birthplace.  It was here that Mozart lived as an adult from 1773 to 1787. 10-6.

MUSEUM CAROLINO AUGUSTEUM: Also known as the City Museum ... contain5 a collection of art exhibits ranging from ancient to modern times.  Tue-Sun 9 - 5.

NATIONAL COSTUME MUSEUM:  At 23 Griesgasse, 2nd floor.  The exhibits are of traditional Salzburgian female dress, past and present.  Mon-Sat 10-2,2-5.

RESIDENCE GALLERY: An art gallery of 16th-19th century paintings.  Located at 1 Residenzplatz ... daily 10-5.

CATACOMBS OF ST.  PETER: At I Sankt Peter Bezirk.  The church has a quiet, lovely Rococo interior.  The frequently conducted tours of the catacombs include visits to tombs of relatives of Mozart and Haydn. 9-5.

TOY MUSEUM: Though it displays every conceivable sort of toy - from a hand-carved Noah’s Ark to a merry-go-round, from model trains to tin soldiers, dating from the 16th century to now, more adults than children are in evidence.   Located at 2 Burgerspitalplatz. Daily except Mon 9-5.

DOM (CATHEDRAL):   Salzburg’s DOM was originally built in 8th century. The present cathedral  is considered the finest example of an early Baroque building north of  the Alps. This is where Mozart was baptized and played the organ. See the 3 bronze doors and 4000 pipe organ. Daily 6-8.

SCHLOSS MIRABELLE:  This Baroque masterpiece was initially built under the reign of Prince Archbishop Wolf Dietrich von Raitenau in 1606.  It was a present for his concubine Salome Alt and most famous for its splendid gardens.   The castle and the gardens were prominently featured in the movie “The Sound of Music”. 

INNSBRUCK

Innsbruck is encircled either by snowcapped peaks or wild-flower-strewn meadows, depending on the season...and is one of Europe's most scenic places. For much of its history, Innsbruck was the capital of Tyrol and a major crossroads of the Roman Empire. Today, almost anyone traveling from Munich to Rome, or Zurich to Vienna will pass through Innsbruck.  The INN RIVER divides the city into right and left banks. Most of OLD INSBRUCK, including the HOFKIRCHE, GOLDENES DACHL, and the main Train Station, are on the right bank. The major street is MARIA-THERESIENSTRASSE. Tourists generally spend most of their time in the neighborhood of the OLD CITY. It's bounded on the south by Markgrabben and Bruggraben and to the north by the Inn River. The city is easy to navigate on foot.

TRANSPORTATION: The HAUPTBAHNHOF (Central Station) is located in the city center. From here you can catch streetcars, buses, or taxis. Just outside the station to your left is the INNSBRUCK INFORMATION OFFICE (8A-lOP) for maps and general information. To use public transportation, you can purchase a ticket from the driver, and can save money by buying a one-day pass from the tourist office. You probably won't need a taxi.

LAUNDRY: There's a coin-operated laundry in central Innsbruck on AMRASER STRASSE 15...named MUNZWASCHEREI HELL. Mon-Fri 8-6. Sat 8-1.  There's another one (WASCHEREI DELLERMANN) at Colin Grasse 9. Shorter hours.

TIPPING: A service charge will be included in hotel and restaurant bills, as well as in Taxi fares. It's customary to round up to the nearest 10S for restaurants and taxis. If you feel a tip is necessary...add 10%.

GOLDENES DACHL (Golden Roof): Herzog-Friedrich-Strasse 15. This landmark is located in the heart of Old City...and is a gleaming, gold-roofed balcony made of 2,657 gilded tiles. Built in the late 15th century for Emperor Maximilian to celebrate his marriage to Bianca Maria Sforza. It was used as a royal box for watching civic events in the square below.

DOM SANKT JAKOB: Innsbruck's cathedral, on Domplatz, was built in the Baroque style in the 18th century, and features a painting by Lucas Cranach. The bells are heard daily at 12:15 and 4 or 4:15 PM.

HOFBURG: This royal residence, located at Rennweg 1, was originally constructed by Emperor Maximilian in the 1500's. It is to Innsbruck what Versailles is to Paris, but on a smaller scale. The style is Rococo, and was reconstructed by Empress Maria Theresia in the 18th centruy. Of particular note is the main hall, lavishly decorated with elaborate designs and painted ceilings. Also on view are the private living quarters. One of the most fascinating rooms is the FESTIVAL HALL. Daily 9-4. Closed Sun.

INNSBRUCK...continued

HOFKIRCHE (COURT CHURCH): This royal Court Church, near the Hofburg, on Universitatsstrase, was built in the mid-16th century. It contains the tombs of Emperor Maximilian I and Tyrolean freedom fighter Andreas Hofer. Surrounding the emperor's tomb are 28 larger-than-life bronze statues of his ancestors and relatives. Be sure and see the Silberne Kapelle (SILVER CHAPEL), the final resting place of Archduke Ferdinand II and his wife.

(Note: The Hofkirche is located through the same entryway as the VOLKSKUNSTMUSEUM, and there is a combination ticket for both). Mon-Sat 9-5/Sun 12-5.  Very Interesting.

TIROLER VOLKSUNSTMUSEUM (Tyrolean Folkoric Museum). Universitatsstrasse 2. Definited one of the best folkloric museums in the country...with a collection of items used by common folk from the middle ages to the present. Included are sleighs, a collection of furniture, and a grand collection of ornamental bells for sheep, goats, and cows. Mon-Sat 9-5. Sun 9-12.

SCHLOSS AHBRAS: This fortresslike castle was built in the 16th century and is in a district called AMRAS, two miles east of Innsbruck. It's surrounded by a beautiful park. Inside is a large collection of arms, armor, Renaissance paintings, and manuscripts. May-Sep Wed-Mon 10-5. Tram 3 or 6 from Station.

PARKS: The largest and most famous are THE HOFGARTEN in the Old City, and the AMRASER SCHLOSSPARK, two miles east of town.

STADTTURM:  Built in 1442-50, this is one of the most unique town hall towers. The pointed roofs were replaced with rounded ones in 1560.  Mar-Oct IOA-5P.

HELBLINGHAUS: Originally a Gothic town residence...built in 15th century. The facade was decorated with late Gothic stuccowork in 1730.

OLYMPIAMUSEUM: Scenes from the 1964 and 1976 Winter Olympics.

LEOPOLDSBRUNNEN: Equestrian statue of Archduke Leopold V...and the oldest depiction of a rearing horse north of the Alps.

ANNASAULE: This column was erected between 1704 and 1706 by the provincial legislature in commemoration of the Tyroleans' successful resistance to a Bavarian invasion during the War of Spanish Succession.  It’s the town’s symbol.

FERDINANDEUM:  Impressive collection of prehistoric artifacts. 10-5. Clo Mon.

LANDHAUS:: Baroque palace built between 1725 and 1728. Today - Government Bldg.

BASILIKA WILTEN: Built between 1751 and 55...Tyrol's most beautiful Rococostyle church. Famous for pilgrimages.

