Notes prepared by Gene Gill 

CANADA MARITIME PROVINCES

NOVA SCOTIA:  Early settlers called this area Nova Scotia, Latin for "New Scotland", and it bears more than a passing resemblance to its namesake across the sea.  Not only does it woo visitors with the sound of bagpipes and the swirl of a kilt, but you'll see similarities in dramatic highlands, winding blue rivers, flower-filled valleys, and sea-swept villages.  The whole province, the second smallest in Canada, is only 350 miles long with no part more than 35 miles from the sea.  Fishing is a major industry, as are forestry, agriculture, and tourism.  This province abounds in historic homes, building sites that have been maintained or restored by the federal government.  Each season here brings its own pleasures.  In summer (June,July, August), there's fun in the sun.  But even the hottest summer day is cooled in the evenings by soft ocean breezes.

YARMOUTH:  The Scotia Prince arrives in Yarmouth.  It's a busy Nova Scotia port and where we'll go through the simple Canadian customs. 

SHORELAND DRIVE:  Depart Yarmouth on the scenic Shoreland Drive.  Along the way, stop to visit ST. MARY'S CHURCH, the largest wooden church in North America.  Also visit FORT ANNE, where a ranger will give a fascinating account of  the French-English struggle for North America.  And then another stop at PORT ROYAL HABITATION which was founded in 1605 and is the earliest permanent settlement north of the state of Florida.

DIGBY:  One of the Atlantic Provinces' most popular summer resorts located on the Bay of Fundy.

DIGBY HOTEL:  PINES RESORT…First Class.  144 units.  Traditional summer resort set on 300 wooded acres overlooking Annapolis Basin.  Rooms in Norman style.  Licensed dinning room…Pool…tennis…golf.  Renovations 1987.

LIGHTHOUSE ROUTE:  We cut across the peninsula to Nova Scotia's rugged Atlantic Coast and pick up the famous Lighthouse Route between Yarmouth and Halifax.  See intriguing fishing villages and small towns nestled in a rugged coastline and loaded with seafaring tradition. 

LUNENBURG:  This town was founded by 18th century German and Swiss immigrants and is pretty much the Canadian capital of the fishing tradition.  It is a major fishing port and home to the excellent FISHERIES MUSEUM. 

PEGGY'S COVE:  This is Nova Scotia's charming showpiece fishing village, which hugs the craggy and winding shoreline.  Perched on a massive granite ledge at the coast, is a famous lighthouse.

HALIFAX:  Halifax is the capital of Nova Scotia and the largest city in the Atlantic Provinces.  It's one of the oldest cities in Canada and was originally a military and naval base designed to defend the British colonies.  The city enjoys one of the finest harbors in the world.  It is joined to the city of Dartmouth to the northeast by two suspension bridges.  The combination of old and new in Halifax is nowhere more apparent than in and around the area known as HISTORIC PROPERTIES.  Between June and October, you can hear the town crier in this area and there are the cannon firings each day at noon..  Most visitors to Halifax take one of the excellent water tours.  The best view of the city is from the ring road around the top of the Citadel.  This is a city to explore. Visit the CITADEL, a star-shaped fort and military museum.  There's a commanding view of the city.  In addition to the Citadel, you can explore numerous parks such as POINT PLEASANT PARK and FLEMING PARK, as well as the beautiful HALIFAX PUBLIC GARDENS.  These gardens are among the oldest on the continent.  There's also the WALES MARTELO TOWER, which was used throughout the 19th century as part of the harbor defense.  Plus, PROVINCE HOUSE, on Hollis Street, a gem of Georgian architecture.  This building is still used as the legislature.  And most visitors today want to see FAIRLAWN CEMETERY, the final resting place for more than 100 people who perished on the voyage of The Titanic.  If time permits:  MARINE MUSEUM OF THE ATLANTIC, MARITIME COMMAND MUSEUM, DARTMOUTH HERITAGE MUSEUM AND ART GALLERY.

MARINE DRIVE:  A scenic drive north along the Atlantic shoreline traveling by picturesque fishing villages.

SHERBROOKE VILLAGE:  This was once a thriving gold-mining town.  Today the whole center of the village has been restored as a living museum.

CAPE BRETON ISLAND:  This island is reached by the CANSO CAUSEWAY.  It's one of the first footholds of European settlement in the New World.  With dramatic seascapes, rugged highlands, and lovely, old fishing villages, Cape Breton is the provinces most popular tourist area. 

BADDECK:  Located on the Bras d-Or Lakes, which are a large inland salt lake.  Here the Scottish tradition is very strong.  Many people still speak Gaelic and practice piping and highland dancing.

ALEXANDER GRAHAM BELL MUSEUM:  The great inventor spent the last years of his life on Cape Breton.  Visit his home-museum.

CABOT TRAIL:  Some 172 miles of mountain and sea around the GULF OF ST. LAWRENCE .  This circular loop is one of the most spectacular day-drives in North America

NORTH EAST MARGAREE:  A stop to see local fishermen prepare their lobster traps.

CHETICAMP:  Stop at the Acadian village to see the famous hand-hooked rugs.

CAPE BRETON HIGHLANDS NATIONAL PARK:  Continue the Cabot Trail drive into Cape Breton Highlands National Park at the northern tip of the island

CARIBOU:  Take a ferry from here across the NORTHUMBERLAND STRAIT to Prince Edward Island.

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND has enchanted people for nearly 2000 years.  The island is naturally beautiful.  The red sandstone cliffs of the southern coastline, topped by rich green fields and trees, give summer visitors arriving by ferry their first impressions of the lasting beauty of the province.  The north shore, with its white, silky sand that makes up much of the Island's 500 miles of beaches along with the immaculate communities among the gently rolling landscape offer a contrasting beauty.  Many activities here will relate to the water.  Although this area is very much a part of the modern world, it has retained the relaxed pace and human qualities of an earlier age.  The lobster feast is an island tradition and a unique dining experience and should not be missed.

CHARLOTTETOWN:  This is the provincial capital and Prince Edward Island's only city.  It's a small city and its main activities center around government and tourism.  The city has been beautifully restored.  The facades of the old red brick buildings and the gingerbread architecture of the wood houses are pleasant reminders of the past.  Historic PROVENCE HOUSE now houses the legislature.  BEACONSFIELD is the headquarters for The Prince Edward Island Museum and Heritage Foundation and is a fine example of Victorian architecture.  OLD CHARLOTTETOWN houses a wide variety of old shops, museums, stores, craft centers, and restaurants.  And the old-style double-decker busses travel throughout the city.  VICTORIA PARK, overlooking the expanse of water in Charlottetown Harbor, is the setting for several notable buildings, among them the OLD GOVERNMENT HOUSE, a mansion built in 1835 as the official residence of the Lt. Governor.   Also in Victoria Park overlooking the harbor is FORT EDWARD, built in 1805.  It is one a series of fortifications constructed along the harbor entrance. 

NORTH RUSTICO HARBOR:  The premiere fishing port of Prince Edward Island.

PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND NATIONAL PARK:  A spectacular drive takes you through farmlands and fishing villages to the National Park.  It's noted for the lovely sand dunes and beautiful beaches.

GREEN GABLES:  Located along route 6 is CAVENDISH, the farm famous as the setting for Lucy Maud Montgomery's best-loved noel "Anne of Green Gables". 

CONFEDERATION BRIDGE:  Cross this 8-mile long bridge into New Brunswick.

NEW BRUNSWICK:  For years this scenic province was ignored by tourists.  It's 1,400 miles of unspoiled seacoast, pure inland streams, pretty towns, and historical cities.  It's more "innocent" that the other areas and almost free of tourist hype.  This is the area where the great Canadian forest, sliced by sweeping river valleys and modern highways, meets the sea.  More than 1/2 of the province is surrounded by coastline.  The dramatic BAY OF FUNDY, which has the highest tides in the world, sweeps up the coast from Maine.

ST. JOHN RIVER VALLEY:  This is a scenic delight…rolling hills and lush agricultural land and the blue sweep of the winding Saint John make this drive excellent viewing.  Expect to see some of the surviving old covered bridges.

MONCTON:  This is the unofficial capital of Acadia.  It was settled by Dutch and German families from Pennsylvania.  It used to be famous for shipbuilding but gradually gave way to the railroad.  Most of the present city was built by railroad men.  Not much architectural interest here.

SAINT JOHN ON THE BAY OF FUNDY:    At the mouth of the river lives ST JOHN, which is the largest city in New Brunswick.  It is also the oldest incorporated city in Canada.  Today it's a thriving industrial and port city.  A recent face-lift and a new harbor front have improved its appearance.

REVERSING FALLS:  This phenomenon is well worth a look.  It's actually a series of rapids and whirlpools at which, twice a day, the Fundy Tides attempt to push the river water back upstream.  When the tide flow weakens and ebbs, the river once again pours out over the rock ledges and the rapids appear to reverse themselves.  

ST ANDREWS BY THE SEA:  On Passamaquoddy Bay, St. Andrews has long been a summer resort.  It's also a fisherman's town.  Little has changed in the last two centuries.  Of the town's 550 buildings, 280 were erected before 1880.  It's a town where one should walk.  Pick up a map at the Information Center, and follow it to some of the town's most interesting buildings.

CAMPOBELLO ISLAND:  It was here that the Roosevelt family spent their summers.  This former home of F.D. Roosevelt is now maintained as a lovely museum in his honor.  It's located in the center of Roosevelt International Park, a joint project of the Canadian and American Governments.

