Notes prepared by Gene Gill 

CZECH REPUBLIC

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS and CUSTOMS:  Check for the most current regulations.  Your passport must be valid for at least 9 months after you return home.
CURRENCY: The Czech Crown: KORUNA (Kcs) ... 100 halers to the Koruna.  Bills are 20,50,100,200,500,1000 Korunas.  Coins are 50 halers, and 1,2,5,10,20,50 Korunas. 

LANGUAGE: Czech is spoken by about 2/3 of the population, but Slovak is the national language.  German is widely spoken.  English is spoken in tourist areas.

TEMPERATURE: Average in summer... 70-75 degrees ... with some rain.

BANK HOURS:   M-F 8-12                  SHOP HOURS: M-F 9-6, Sat 9-1.

THINGS TO BUY: Czechoslovakian Crystal, crafts, porcelain, hand-painted Easter eggs, straw Christmas ornaments, jewelry, linen

FOOD: A blend of East and West ... rather heavy.  Goulash, Schntzels, Schishkebob, Prague Ham (cold and excellent), smoked meats, sauerkraut, dumplings, excellent salads, and cheese made from sheep’s milk.

DRINK: The favorite is beer, but it cannot be served before 3 PM.  Also, excellent red wines, and a potent Plum Brandy.  (The rule on beer may have changed).

TIPPING:  If a restaurant does not include the service charge, add 10%.  Taxis expect 10%.  

MISCELLANEOUS: Be leery of taxi drivers.  They have become the biggest hustlers in Europe and Prague has become the pick-pocket capital of Europe.    Beware of over-charging in restaurants and double-pricing in hotels.  Check your bill carefully.
PRAGUE AIRPORT SHUTTLE:  Offers airport meet and pickup in private car – price per car (about $28) to your Prague hotel.  http://www.prague-airport-shuttle.com/index.htm  HIGHLY RECOMMENDED.   Tip driver 10-15% depending on your satisfaction. 

For FREE MAPS and Information:  Czech Tourist Authority – USA, 1109 Madison Avenue, NY 10028.  1-212-288-0830, ext 105, 101.  info.usa@czechtourism.com 
PRAGUE 


CRIME: Prague is a major haven for pick-pockets.  Be especially alert on public transportation or at any tourist attraction.

TRANSPORTATION: Buses, trams, and a new subway.  Tickets at tobacco shops and newsstands.  Validate your ticket on the bus or tram, or in the turn-style, as you enter the subway.  Prague Travel Tickets for 1 day (80 KC)  or 3 days (220 Kc).    Buy at Info Center.
PRAGUE TOURIST CARD – 4 days (740 CZK) with Public Transp add on .(960 CZK). TRAIN STATION:  HLAVNI NADRAZI, on Metro Line C, near National Museum.   Instead of  a taxi to airport or to/from train station, see if your hotel has a shuttle.  Taxi’s rip off tourists. 




OLD TOWN (STARE MESTO): One of the most interesting parts of Prague ... with a great many medieval exteriors.

POWDER TOWER (PRASNA BRANA)- This is the gate to Old Town ... once used to store gunpowder.  Built in 1475, the Czech kings departed from here on their coronation route.  Climb the 185 steps for a great view.
OLD TOWN SQUARE (STAROMESTSKE NAMESTI): This is the delightful center of Old Town.  The statue in the center is the national hero John Huss, erected in 1915 to mark the 500th anniversary of his death.  The landmark ASTRONOMICAL CLOCK, built in 1490, is on the OLD TOWN HALL.   Observe the procession of the 12 apostles on the hour, when a small trap door will open and Christ will march out ahead of the disciples, while the skeleton of death tolls the bell to a defiant statue of a Turk.  Below are 12 medallions with the signs of the zodiac.  The OLD TOWN HALL tower is one of the most striking buildings in Prague, built in 1338.  Inside is a staircase where you can climb to the top for wonderful views.   In 1364, the TOWER was joined to a private house beside it, which in turn was knocked into other houses to create the Old Town Hall as we know it today.  It’s now the main Tourist Center of Prague.

OLD JEWISH QUARTER: The ancient buildings here comprise the STATE JEWISH MUSEUM.  This ghetto is one of the oldest in Europe, dating from the 10th century.  The major buildings are OLD-NEW SYNAGOGUE (1270), the OLD JEWISH TOWN HALL, the MAISEL SYNAGOGUE, with excellent examples of artifact used in worship, and the most interesting part ... the OLD JEWISH CEMETERY, where graves are superimposed on top of each other.  The oldest tombstone reads 1439.  One need not be Jewish to appreciate this section.

NEW TOWN (NOVE MESTO): dating from 1348 ... established by King Charles IV.  In this area will be:

VACLAVSKE NAMESTI (WENCESLAS SQUARE): This is the central thoroughfare of the city, and a large portion of the boulevard is a pedestrian mall. It was laid out over 600 years ago during the reign of Charles IV and was originally used as the main Prague horse market.  Today it is where Czech’s come to let off steam because it comfortable holds up to 400,000 people.  At the top of the square is the imposing NATIONAL MUSEUM (Czech artists) with the statue of King Wenceslas on horse-back guarding the square at the front of the Museum.  To the left is the Prague State Opera.
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FLEK-S INN (U FLEKU):  The city’s most famous pub ... in existence from before 1499.

DVORAK MUSEUM: Kekarlovu Street Metro:  IP Pavlova) ... mementos of the composer.  Sculpture garden in back.  The building is not well maintained, but the artifacts are interesting.  Closed Monday.

CHARLES SQUARE (KARLOVO NAMESTI): This quiet park is surrounded by old buildings, and is the center around which Prague was planned in 1348.  See the NEW TOWN HALL ... FAUST’S HOUSE, named because the occult sciences were practiced.

CHARLES BRIDGE: This grand bridge is one of the oldest and most beautiful in Europe, dating from 1357.  Open to foot traffic only, it is lined on both sides with statues, and you’ll have great views of the castle area, the Vltava River, and the island of Kampa.  Many souvenir stands on the bridge.  Cross the bridge to LESSER TOWN.

LESSER TOWN (MALA STRANA): This is Prague’s Baroque soul, and the city’s most picturesque quarter ... full of old palaces, and a maze of crooked, cobble-stoned lanes, old churches, museums, etc.  Wander around on foot.  There are hills, but the stroll is worth it.  LESSER TOWN SQUARE (MALOSTRANSKE NAMESTI): Surrounded by 16th century houses ...  and dominated by the 13th century Baroque church of ST. NlCHOLAS, which has a noteworthy dome, nave, and frescoed ceiling.

NERUDA STREET (NERUDOVA ULICE): One of the most beautiful streets in Lesser Town. The MORZINE PALACE is at #5 ... the THUN-HOHENSTEIN is at #20. There are also foreign embassies on this street.

MALTESE SQUARE (MALTEZSKE NAMESTI): A maze of small streets with 17th century buildings.  The main reason one goes here is to visit the church of OUR LADY OF VICTORIES, dating from 1611.  Its major religious relic is a small doll of the Christ child, which is dressed in elaborate costumes ... and is said to have miraculous powers.

WALLENSTEIN PALACE (VALDSTERJNSKY PALACE): North of St. Nicholas’s church, this magnificent Baroque palace dates from 1623.  There are really several buildings, five courtyards, two gardens, and a lake.

PRAGUE CASTLE (HRADCANY): Prague Castle is the largest medieval castle complex in Europe and the ancient seat of Czech kings throughout the ages.  It’s an intriguing mix of palaces, churches and fortifications and a ‘must see’ for tourists. The first building on the site of Prague Castle was erected in the 9th century. In the 12th century this was replaced by a Romanesque palace, and in the 14th century, under the reign of Charles IV, it was rebuilt in the Gothic style. A further reconstruction of the Royal Palace then took place under the Jagellons at the end of the 15th century. Following a fire in 1541, Prague Castle underwent further works during the 16th century. The Spanish Hall was added during the reign of Rudolf II and final alterations were made by Empress Maria Theresa.  Today, Prague Castle is the seat of the President of the Czech Republic and serves as the historical and political center for both city and state. See ST. VITRUS CATHEDRAL, the mausoleum of the Czeck kings, and the vault for the crown jewels.  Its towering spires are Prague's most recognizable landmark.  STERNBERG PALACE which is the 
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National Art Gallery with works by Goya, Ribera, El Greco, Breughel, Rubens and Dureer.  It’s a small collection and few tourists seem to go there.  BLADISLAU PALACE is to the side of the cathedral.  It has a hall so large that knights on horseback once jousted in it.  The Changing of the Guard at the front gates takes place every hour. At noon the ceremony includes a fanfare.
GOLDEN LANE (ZLATA ULICKA): South of the Castle...a charming short street with very small houses and shops from 1541.  The street is lined by 11 historic houses.  Interesting gift items on sale.  One hardly has room to move. Be sure and purchase a combined ticket to gain entrance to the Golden Lane.

GARDENS OF THE RAMPARTS: Continue walking downhill from the Golden Lane, and you arrive at the Ramparts ... SPECTACULAR VIEWS OVER THE RIVER AND PRAGUE.  Continue walking down the long flight of steps, and you’ll end at a square near the river, where you can take public transportation to another area.  (Don’t miss the Ramparts).

STRAHOV MONASTERY (STRAHOVSKY KLASTER): West of the castle... high above Petrin Hill.  This is a gigantic monastery whose gardens provide a lovely view of Prague.  The collection of old manuscripts is excellent.

ARCHBISHOP’s PALACE  (Archbiskupsky Palac).  Hradcanske nam   Metro Malostranska then walk to Prague Castle.  The imposing Archbishop’s Palace dates back to the 15th century.  It boasts a splendid rococo façade and the interior is also impressive.

FUNICULAR RAILWAY (Lanova Draha).  Ascending Petrin Hill from the lower terminus at Ujezd, the funicular stops midway at Nebozizek with excellent views of Prague.  Running every 10-20 minutes.

CZECH CASTLES and CHATEAUS: A tour, which travels 18 miles to the Gothic KARLSTEIN CASTLE, which was founded by Charles IV as a stronghold for the Coronation jewels.  The setting, high in the hills, is spectacular.  The tour continues around the SLAPY DAM LAKE to KONOPISTE CHATEAU, which is a rather modern chateau built in the “old style”.  There is a rich collection of weapons and hunting trophies here.  The walk from the parking area to the chateau is a killer... almost straight up hill.

PEARLS OF CZECH GOTHIC ART:  This is a tour, which travels 43 miles to KURTNA  HORA, which is a splendid example of Gothic Art.  The tour continues to VLASSKY DVUR, and its’ collection of paintings, and then to CESKY STERNBERK CASTLE.

CHARM OF CENTRAL BOHEMIA: This is a tour, which visits ORLIK CASTLE, which contains a collection of weapons, trophies, and woodcarvings.  This is followed by a boat ride on the ORLIK DAM LAKE, and the tour continuing to ZVIKOV CASTLE.  

