Notes prepared by Gene Gill  

EGYPT

VISA:  A Visa is required. Contact Egyptian Consulate or a Visa Service. Jewelry, electrical gadgets, cameras, must be listed with your cash/travel checks on your CUSTOMS DECLARATION FORM D {given to you on the plane). KEEP THIS FORM.  It will be collected upon departure.

CURRENCY:  The Egyptian Pound (LE)...IO0 Piasters (PT} to the Pound. Money can be confusing - some bills are identified only in Arabic. Pound Bills are 20,10,5,1/2, 1/4. Piaster coins are 10(1.), 5(0), 1(10), 1/2(5). There are also PIASTER BILLS.  You’re not supposed to take Pounds out of Egypt.  It's chaotic to try to re-exchange it. SPENT IT!  Most shops accept US $.

TEMPERATURE: Cairo Mar 75, Apr 83  Luxor/Aswan Mar-Apr 86-97 but, a dry heat.

Spring is best time to visit (Mar and April). Hot in summer. Expect lots of flies and mosquitoes.

CLO'I'HING:  Light colors {beiges) are best to reflect the sun. Arabs do not like to see shorts but they're OK on the Nile cruise. Sandals are not recommended in the desert. Sunglasses, a brimmed hat, sunscreen are essential. Carry a bottle of water.

BANK HOURS:   9-1, except Fri/Sat.     SHOP HOURS:  Hours vary. Check.

FOOD:  MASHI is a delicious vegetable dish. FOOL is the staple - a dish of Fava Beans in a thin sauce. SHAKSHOUKA is a fine chopped lamb mixed with tomato sauce. KUSHERI is noodles,lentils,chickpeas,with a thin gravy. DO NOT BUY FROM VENDORS. DO NOT EAT ANYTHING THAT HAS NOT BEEN COOKED.  Food is quite GOOD and tasty!

DRINK: DO NOT DRINK WATER ANYWHERE EXCEPT CAIRO, WHERE IT IS CHLORINATED. Beer and Coke are OK. Wine is very good. "Tut's revenge" or "mummy tummy" is quite prevalent. Better take along Lomitil or Imodium AD .

TIPPING: Everyone expects a tip. Tip according to the service - 25-50 PT. Add 10% in restaurants to the INCLUDED service charge. Agree on a price before getting into a taxi. That price includes the tip. OK to add more. Porters 25-50 PT bag.  Plus everyone else…

INOCULATIONS:  None required BUT, do check with your doctor for his recommendations.

MISCELLANEIOUS:  Cairo has power failures. There will be candles in your room. Respect Muslim customs. Remove your shoes before entering a mosque. Bargain and be firm with street vendors. Be on guard for the overly friendly Egyptian who approaches you on the street.  He will have something to sell. If you see a companion cornered, go over and take their arm, "We must get back to the group". Flying time from LAX-CAIRO is 15 1/2 hrs...from JFK 10 1/2, from London 4 1/2, from Paris 3 1/2.  Recommend arriving in late afternoon and going to bed.

FREE MAPS and INFORMATIONS:  Contact the Egyptian Tourist Authority, 8383 Wilshire Blvd. Suite 215. Beverly Hills, Ca. 90211. {213) 653-8815.

CAIRO

Cairo is a noisy, dirty, and crowded city. It is also one of the most fascinating in the world. The heart of the city is MIDAN TAHRIR near the Nile. Along the banks of the Nile are several landmarks...KUBRI EL TAHRIR, and the 6 OCTOBER BRIDGE.

EGYPTIAN MUSEUM:  Daily 8:30-1, Friday 8:30-11. Located next to the Hilton Hotel and easily recognized by its Ochre color and large dome. This museum is a warehouse of Egyptian art, and is crammed with a staggering number of masterpieces.  It has recently been modernized and renovated...paid for by the touring of the TUT EXHIBITS around the world. The main treasures of this museum should not be missed, but the treasures of "TUT" are unbelievable. They fill several galleries and will be very crowded with tour groups. (Recommendation: Enter the museum at opening time.  Go directly to the TUT GALLERIES...and you'll have them all to yourself). There are also galleries of mummies (Room 52).  Silence is expected here.  The gift shop, postcard area and souvenir store will be very crowded. You must be aggressive.

MOSQUE OF EL AZHAR:  The physical and spiritual center of the old walled city.

MOSQUE OF IBN TULUN: This is the oldest Mosque in Cairo, built by Ahmad Ibn Fulin in the 9th century. The Mosque has a calm, classic beauty. As you walk around the courtyard, notice the stucco patterns covering the under-sides of the arches, and also the geometric designs on the window grilles.

MOSQUE OF SULTAN HASSAH: This is considered by many to be the finest of all the Mosques and the most important monument of Cairo...dating from the 1350's and built on a colossal scale.

MOSQUE OF MOHAMMAD ALI: A 19th century Baroque extravaganza and a favorite of tourists. Totally Turkish...sometimes known as the Alabaster Mosque. The interior is a sight to behold. The large dome rests on half-domes, with four outer, smaller domes. Everything is elaborately decorated in a jumble of designs. In the four corners of the dome base are four huge medallions, each bearing the name of one of the four first Muslim Caliphs.  You’ll be required to wear “booties” over your shoes (tip expected), and ladies must cover shoulders.

GIZA AND UPPER EGYPT: When you cross to the West bank of the Nile, you officially enter Giza and Upper Egypt. Today, Giza is a busy, modern suburb of Cairo. The main square of Giza is called MIDAN EL GALAA.

GREAT PYRAMIDS OF GIZA: The pyramid area is open daily from 8-4:30. Unless you are on a tour, it's best to take a TAXI, negotiate a price, and have them wait for you. A "shared taxi" service is also available from the parking lot across from MIDAN TAHRIR.

CAIRO...continued

GREAT PYRAMID OF CHEOPS: According to Herodotus, the Greek historian, the Great Pyramid of Cheops took the work of 100,000 men each year for 20 years, to build.  It is estimated that over 200 million stone blocks, averaging more than 2 ½ tons each, were used in its construction. Each side of the pyramid measures 746 feet along the base...which is about 7 1/2 times the length of a football field. The peak of the pyramid is now 450 feet high, but with its original limestone cover, it was more than 30 feet higher, the stones for this pyramid were taken from a nearby quarry. You can see some of the stones in various stages of preparation, just to the north of the middle pyramid. Originally all the pyramids in this area were faced with a sheath of polished limestone, brought from Tura in the Mokattam Hills southeast of Cairo.

PYRAMIDS OF CHEPHREN and MYKERINUS: Chephren was the son of Cheops, the great pyramid builder. His pyramid appears to be larger than his fathers because it’s on higher ground. The third major pyramid is that of Mykerinus, Chephren's son. It seems small in comparison to the others. It is only 204 feet high with a base 356 feet long. 

You can inter all three pyramids, although most people just visit Cheops. You ascend this Great Pyramid via a low, narrow, dimly lit tunnel...requiring you to bend forward until you reach the Grand Gallery...28 feet high and 153 feet long, but only a few feet wide. (Note:  If you are not in tip top physical condition, you will not be able to walk the next day after entering this tomb.  (And it is almost impossible to change your mind and turn around).  You continue as far as the burial chamber, which houses the remains of Cheop's sarcophagus. Above, in the ceiling, are two air holes, which were supposed to allow the king's "ka" access to his body. Many tourists are disappointed with the interior. CLIMBING ON THE EXTERIOR OF THE PYRAMIDS IS FORBIDDEN...but everyone does it anyway. Be aware of the danger.   Stones are slippery!

NOBLES TOMBS OF GIZA: Along the south side of the Great Pyramid are 6 additional pyramids. They are small in comparison, and were built to house the remains of the wives of families of the Pharaohs. All are in ruins and not open to the public. The area around these 6 pyramids is awash with the tombs of nobles. You can visit some by scouting around for the man with the keys...usually near the hut in the area of the Great Pyramid.  Tip him for his work.

THE SOLAR BOAT: This is the barge, which ferried the remains of the Pharaoh from his capital at Memphis to Giza. The boat was discovered by an archaeologist who has been reconstructing it for the past 30 years. It's located in a concrete and glass building on the south side of the Great Pyramid.

...TAKE A FEW MINUTES. As you stand before the pyramids, try to imagine the great engineering feats utilized in their construction thousands of years ago. The method of building these monuments, which have stood for centuries, is still part mystery. When you return to Cairo, look at the present construction going on, and watch the men "working". Many new buildings in Cairo have already collapsed. What happened? Many say it's all because of the prevalent attitude of today's Egyptian, with all the incompetency summed up with "It's Allah's Will"

CAIRO...continued

THE GREAT SPHINX: Down the hill to the southeast of the Great Pyramid is the Valley of the Sphinx. Don't be disappointed if it's smaller than expected. It's only because it appears small next to the pyramids. The figure is 66 feet high and 240 feet long...and was carved out of a single piece of stone as part of the Temple Complex attached to the Pyramid of Chephren. During the flood of the Nile, the remaining temple parts sit on the very banks of the Nile. Legend has it that the "nose job" on the Sphinx occurred in the 13-16th centuries when soldiers took shots at it. Later, the soldiers of Napoleon continued the practice.  Between the paws of the Sphinx is a STELA, which recounts an interesting tale. It was erected by the Pharaoh Tutmosis IV, and the narrative tells how, as a youth, Tuthmosis came to rest at the foot of the Sphinx. At that time, the Sphinx was buried under the sand, and as the young man rested, he had a dream. In this dream the Sphinx told him that if he would uncover its body, that he would become Pharaoh of Egypt. He did uncover the Sphinx and has a wall built to hold the sands back...and did become Pharaoh of Egypt.  Remains of the wall can still be seen.

SOUND and LIGHT SHOW: The show generally starts about 7:30 PM, but it's worthwhile to come earlier to watch the sunset behind the pyramids. The show, itself, is beautiful and interesting for a short period...but becomes repetitious after a while. Seating is by general admission...all seats, the same price. To go to this show, either arrange for a tour, or book a taxi (DETERMINE THE PRICE IN ADVANCE). The taxi will take you there and wait for you.

CAMEL RIDING: There will be dozens of men around the pyramid area offering their camel "for hire". By all means, do try it. But BARGAIN with these men. As you get on the camel, they will take your camera before you know it. Don't panic! They simply will take your picture while you're on the camel. They are able to use any kind of camera immediately, and will keep snapping your picture until you tell them to stop. When you board the camel, he will be kneeling. HOLD ON TIGHTLY. When he gets up, his back legs rise first, throwing you forward. When all four legs are erect, it's an interesting experience. Incidentally, the owners will probably have a headdress and band on your head before you know it.  Another tip required.

SAKKARA and MEMPHIS: These are the oldest sites of ancient Egypt near Cairo. Memphis was the capital of Egypt during the Old Kingdom, and Sakkara was used as a burial place by kings, princes, nobles, and the residents. Take a tour and do MAKE SAKKARA YOUR FIRST STOP. It's in the desert and should be visited before the sun gets too hot.

STEP PYRAMID OF ZOSER AT SAKKARA: Zoser was the first Pharaoh of Dynastic Egypt. He was also the first in whose name a pyramid was constructed. Until the time of Zoser, the Pharaohs were buried in "mastabas"...long flat tomb-buildings. When the architect had finished Zoser's mastaba, Zoser wasn't ready to use it, so the architect added a smaller layer on top and kept doing this until there were 6 layers on top of one another. Thus, the pyramid was born. You enter the tomb complex through a gallery of columns.

CAIRO...continued

PYRAMID OF UNAS AT SAKKARA: Unas was the last Pharaoh of the 5th Dynasty. To find his pyramid, look for a flight of stairs. Go up the stairs and turn left, walk across the sand for a short distance and look to your right. To enter the tomb, you go down a short, steep ramp, then through a tunnel, which is only a few feet high. Inside, you'll see the oldest known hieroglyphic tomb writings, which were to guide the Pharaoh through the trials to the after-life. The room on the right contains the sarcophagus.

TOMBS OF THE APIS BULLS AT SAKKARA: This tomb is a short walk from the areas rest house, and was the tomb complex for the Apis Bull...the animal sacred to the God Ptah. These bulls were treated as royalty, including the full 70-day embalming treatment, and entombment in sarcophagi.

MASTABAS OF TI AND MERERUKA at SAKKARA: Both of these men were ministers, and both tombs are large...quite lovely...full 0f paintings. See also, MASTABA OF PTAH-HOTEP, who was a minister of the 6th Dynasty. It is located on the far side of the Tomb of the Apis Bulls.

CITY OF MEMPHIS: Memphis was the ancient capital of Egypt. The site among the palm trees is lovely. There is a colossal statue of Ramses the Great, housed in a small stone building. Above this is a gallery. Go to it, for the views and to take photographs. To the left of the statue of Ramses is a small image of his wife Nefertari. Near her head, in the far right corner of the building is the God Bes, the protector of women in childbirth. Beyond the building is a small open area with a beautiful alabaster Sphinx, which was recently dug out of the nearby swamps. Among the trees to the right, behind the building is another statue of Ramses II. There's very little else left of the once great city of Memphis.  As you head back to Giza or Cairo, there are some ruins of the EMBALMING TEMPLE. Here, the bulls' bodies were prepared for burial. The embalming table still exists, with a channel around the edge to drain, and carry out the body fluids.

KHAN EL KHALILI BAZAAR: Unreal! Narrow, winding alleys jammed with small shops, selling every conceivable variety of wares. It's fun to walk in the more out-of-the-way places and watch the artisans at work. If you plan to do any serious shopping this Bazaar is the place to begin. It's a huge place, and a guide is essential...as well as bargaining. A guide will obviously steer you toward certain shops.  Hire a guide from your hotel.

PAPYRUS INSTITUTE:  This is a workshop and research facility, as well as a mini-museum. Its purpose is to preserve the ancient of making paper from papyrus. You will probably be taken to a "branch" for a demonstration, which is interesting. You will be expected to buy a painting on papyrus!

FORTRESS OF BABYLON:  The remains of the Roman Fort are now part of the grounds of the COPTIC MUSEUM.

CAIRO...continued

COPTIC MUSEUM: A pleasing, quiet oasis displaying simple sculptures of the early Copts - tombstones, doorposts and other carved pieces, as well as manuscripts. You will find no people or animals in the art, because their religion would not allow images of living creatures. Daily 9-4.

CHURCH OF AL MUALLAQA (SITT MARIAM): This is the so-called "hanging church" because it's constructed over the ruins of the Old Fortress. The building dates from the 4th century.

CHURCH OF ST. SERGUIS: This church is especially revered by Christians because the crypt below is supposed to mark the spot where the Holy Family was sheltered during their flight into Egypt. Building dates from 11th century.

ISLAMIC MUSEUM: Houses the most complete and extensive survey of Islamic Art anywhere - glass, pottery, metalwork, woodwork, tiles and carpets, Daily 8:30-1.

ALEXANDRIA

The city of Alexandria was founded by chance. After Alexander had conquered Egypt, he set out to visit the Oracle of Amon. On his way across the Delta, he was struck by this area, which had a natural, protected port. Under his orders, a beautiful city was erected in his name, but after his departure, he never saw the city again. When he died, his body was returned for burial in a splendid tomb. There is no trace of this tomb today. Because Alexandria is on the sea, it can be a little cool. The natives like to tell visiting Americans that the city "looks like Miami Beach". And it does from a distance. But with the quality of Egyptian construction being what it is, closer inspection will change your opinion.  If you have a choice of visiting Alexandria by FIRST CLASS train or by private auto, choose the train.  The auto ride is terrible and seemingly takes forever.

MIDAN SAAD ZAGHLOUL:  The center square of Alexandria

FORT OF QAITBAY:  This fort protects the eastern harbor, and was built by one of the Mamlouk sultans who ruled Egypt in the 15th century.

ROMAN AMPHITHEATRE OF KOM EL DIKKA: Built in the 2nd century AD. From the top you can look down over the excavations of some of the old Roman city.

POMPEY'S PILLAR AND THE SERAPEUM: This is actually a victory column erected for Diocletian by his troops. Next to the pillar are a couple of small granite Sphinxes. To the right, down the hill, are remains of the SERAPEUM...a Greco-Egyptian temple dedicated to the God Serapis.

CATACOMBS OF KOM EL SHOGAFA:  Hours 9-5. These are very interesting Christian catacombs. You enter, by climbing down a spiral stairwell.

MONTAZA PALACE:  l0 miles east of Alexandria, this former residence of the royal family was built in 1892. It was from this palace that King Farouk went into exile. It's built in a gaudy style with multi-colored marble, ornate chandeliers, and incredible furnishings. Hours 9-5.

GRAECO-ROMAN MUSEUM: Daily 9-4. Friday 9-1. It's worthwhile to visit this museum to convince yourself that Alexandria was really a major city of the Classical world. Many Classical marble pieces, fragments of frescoes, and early coins.

ABU-SIMBEL

The plight of the huge temple complex of Abu Simbel focused the attention of the world on southern Egypt and its' controversial construction of the High Dam.  As one of the many temples put in jeopardy by the dam, and by far, the largest, Abu Simbel became a symbol of world solidarity in an area of the world marked by struggle and war. A number of plans were proposed to save the temple. One team of experts wanted to put a large glass shield around it, so that is could be visited in it's original location, which, when the dam was completed, would be under Lake Nasser. The plan that was finally adopted was to move the temples to higher ground, on a cliff molded to match the original. The giant statues and cave temples were separated from the mountain from which they had been carved, and then were cut into blocks of movable size. Slowly, they were transported to their new site, and reassembled. The entire project took nine years and millions of dollars. In the end, a priceless monument was saved.

THE ONLY WAY TO REACH ABU SIMBEL IS TO FLY. Most tourists fly in from Aswan, land at Abu Simbel, where a waiting bus takes them to the temple. Then, one has about two hours to explore...take the bus back to the airport, and return either to Aswan or to Cairo. Be prepared for crowds, and possibly, long waits at the Aswan airport.  In addition, you have no choice but to fly Egypt Air.  But a visit to this site is worth it.  

TEMPLE OF RAMSES II:  Located on the front hill of the mountaintop. At the entrance are four immense statues of Ramses seated on his throne. He wears the double crown of Upper and Lower Egypt. Each of the statues is about 65 feet high. On each side of the statues, between their legs, stand statues of Ramses' wife, Nefertari with members of the royal family. They are dwarfed by Ramses calf.   One of the giant statues was left with portions on the ground...just as it was in its original location. Above the entrance to the temple is a high relief carving of the falcon god Horus. He is flanked by two low-relief carvings of Ramses worshipping him. The temple is dedicated to Amon-Ra, Horus, Ptah, and the deified Ramses II. The first room you enter is a large hall with 8 columns showing Ramses as Osiris. There is also a wonderful relief showing Ramses going to battle in his chariot. At the back of the temple are two small halls leading to the temple sanctuary. Here, there are four statues of the gods to whom the temple is dedicated. A short distance away from this main temple is the TEMPLE TO HATHOR, where the royal wife Nefertari is represented in the facade's colossi on the same scale as her husband. There are 6 statues in all, each about 32 feet high.  Each statue of Nefertari is flanked by two of Ramses...each wearing different crowns. The interiors you will see were carved/cut away from the original temples. A hollow mountain made of plastic materials was constructed, and the original interiors attached to this shell.

PHOTOGRAPHING ABU SIMBEL: Try to sit on the left side of the plane. You'll have outstanding aerial views. The morning sun is best for photographing the temples. The afternoon sun is behind the temples...shinning into your camera.  It is now possible to spend the night at Abu Simbel, but there are no 1st Class Hotels.

THE NILE CRUISE

Many companies operate cruises on the Nile River...3 days, 5 days, and 8 days.  If you have the time and the money, it is strongly recommended that you take the 8-day cruise, or you'll always wish you had. There's so much to see as your ship goes up or down the Nile...small villages, camels, oasis, minarets, and the people as they go about their life. You are always able to see land on both sides of your ship...day and night. At some villages, you'll see brightly painted fronts of houses. This means that the inhabitant has made his pilgrimage to Mecca.   This cruise became so popular that today you’ll find the Nile too crowded with the ships docking side by side. 

LUXOR: Today, Luxor is a sleepy little town. Once, however, the great capital of THEBES stood here. Do walk through the town. It's very interesting, and you'll love it...even through all the dirt. In all probability, your Nile Cruise will begin here (some begin in Aswan), and you'll be docked here for two days.

LUXOR TEMPLE: The first great sight of Luxor is Luxor Temple.  It was dedicated to the powerful God Amon-Ra, and was built by several Pharaohs. The first of the builders was Amenophis III, and later the young Tutankhamon undertook to complete the work. In the 19th Dynasty, Ramses II made his own additions. The FRONT PYLON and the first great court were his contributions. In front of the Pylon stood several huge statues of Ramses and two obelisks. One of the obelisks still remains. There are some unusual features in the courtyard. On the second story above the colonnade is the facade of a newer building. This is the MOSQUE OF ABUL HAGGAG, and the facade was the original front wall and entrance. The present entrance is on the far side of the building, up a very long flight of stairs.  This mosque shows how succeeding generations have utilized the ancient temples for their own devices. Also in the courtyard are two groups of statues...Ramses II seated with his wife Neferatari, on a smaller scale, standing by his side, and Ramses II standing. In the front right corner of the courtyard is a small chapel erected by Tuthmosis II. It originally stood some distance from the front of the temple, but when Ramses II decided to add to the temple, he decided to incorporate the chapel into his design rather than tear it down. To do so, he had to change the angle of the new part of the building. As you go into the colonnade behind the courtyard, notice how the alignment shifts.

KARNAK TEMPLE: This temple is about 2 miles north of the center of Luxor. Your tour will probably take you their in the unique Egyptian buggies. Karnak was the work of over 2000 years of builders. It was the very heart of the Amon Cult.  The palace is enormous and confusing...full of duplications and repetitions... and simply fabulous. The minute you see the front of the temple, you know it's special. The first pylon is tremendous...and the AVENUE OF SPHINXES gives it a grand quality. Originally, this Avenue of Sphinxes ran down to the Nile River, and another avenue ran southward to Luxor Temple. Beyond the first pylon is the first courtyard. Along the sides are colonnades, as well as some spare Sphinxes. On the left, is another temple built by Seti II. Across the court, in the far right corner, is another temple built by Ramses III. Out in the center of the courtyard is a solitary Sphinx.  This is the only remnant of any

THE NILE CRUISE...continued

additions made by Tutankhamon to the Karnak Complex. Beyond the second pylon is the most splendid part of the temple...THE HYPOSTYLE HALL. It's formed of 134 columns in two groups. The 12 huge columns flanking the center aisle have open papyrus-flower capitols. To each side, the smaller column capitols are closed papyrus buds. Some of the colossal columns and the remaining stone lintels still have traces of the brilliant colors that once decorated the hall. Beyond the courtyard are the oldest parts of the temple dating back to the Middle Kingdom. There are two pylons built by Tuthmosis III and another by Tuthmosis I. Ahead, and a bit to the right is a fallen obelisk. Just beyond this obelisk is a large granite SCARAB. The scarab, or dung beetle was a symbol to the Pharaohs eternal life and resurrection. A scarab was always placed over the mummified Pharaoh's heart. The last great sight of the temple is the SACRED LAKE. This was presumably used in some of the purification ceremonies of the temple. On the immense grounds of Karnak Temple, there are a number of other structures, including THE TEMPLE OF KNONS, OPET TEMPLE, and TEMPLE TO PTAH.  There is a LIGHT and SOUND show at Karnak Temple…but it goes on too long (Be prepared for mosquitoes).

THE VALLEY OF THE KINGS: There are over sixty tombs in this valley, and not all of them belong to Pharaohs. Especially favored noblemen and relatives were occasionally granted permission to rest here. You will probably take a ferryboat from Luxor to the other side of the Nile...and then a motor coach to the Valley of the Kings. As you drive along the road, notice the domed house on the top of a hill to your right. This was where Howard Carter lived while he worked on the King Tut diggings. The most famous tomb in the valley, is of course that of TUTANKHAMON, and is located almost directly opposite the entrance gate, in a low, walled enclosure. No cameras are allowed in the tomb, so you'll be asked to hand them over to the guard at the door. It's safe to do so. The ramp down to the tomb is a short one, and the tomb is also small. The room you enter was found crammed with all sorts of funerary equipment. The room to your right, which is the only one that was painted, originally was filled with the nine nested gold wood and stone sarcophagi in which the Pharaoh was buried. The colors in the paintings on the walls are lush and well preserved. In the center of this little room is one of the three original stone sarcophagi. Tut's mummy is still inside this sarcophagus. The TOMB OF SETI  I is by far, the best tomb in the valley. It goes down quite a way into the earth. The walls of the descending tunnel are covered with reliefs. Eventually you'll come to a square chamber. Each of the four pillars in this room contain representations of various Gods. The colors are very rich. The best part is last...the funerary chamber itself, with a spectacular astronomical ceiling with constellations painted on it. It's all in gold on black, and is wonderfully preserved. The highlight is the painting of a Hippopotamus God sporting a crocodile on his head. Other tombs in the valley...AMEHOPHIS II, TUTHMOSIS III, RAMSES VI, RAMSES IX. Currently, the Egyptian Government is considering closing these tombs to the public. Even if that should happen, it's worth the trip to see the VALLEY.

THE NILE CRUISE...continued

THE VALLEY OE THE QUEENS: This is the last major burial place on the west bank. In reality, just as many princes and princesses were buried here as queens. The most famous tomb in the area belongs to NEFERTARI, wife of Ramses II. However, this tomb suffered a great deal at the hands of vandals and has been closed for a number of years. Other tombs include TOMB OF AMUNHERKHEPSHEF, who was the son of Ramses III, TOMB OF QUEEN TITI, who was the wife of a later Ramses, and the TOMB OF KHAEMWESET, who was also a son of Ramses II.

FUNERARY TEMPLE OF QUEEN HATSHEPSUT: This famous temple occupies a splendid position in a narrow cliff at the edge of the Mountain of Gourna. The unusual temple is constructed of Pink granite, probably brought from Aswan. Each tier is faced with rows of square columns, behind which are long, decorated colonnades.  The second tier has a few surprises. From the far left, past the colonnade proper, is a small TEMPLE TO HATHOR, the Goddess of Love. Each of the column capitals is a representation of Hathor, who has the face of a woman and the ears of a cow.  On the right wall of the temple, you can see a relief of a cow, suckling from a figure whose face has been mostly obliterated. This "erasure" is the work of Tuthmosis III. When his hated aunt/stepmother  Hatshepsut died, he ordered all of her images removed from the temple.

COLOSSI OF MEMNON: These two huge statues sit by the side of the main road from the river, and it's hard to miss them as you drive by. Originally, they flanked the entry to the Funerary Temple of Amenophis III. They got their Greek name from an old legend. Once, they were cracked and broken by an earthquake. One of them started to emit a humming noise every morning at dawn. It is now known that this sound was caused by the sharp change in the stone as the first rays of the sun struck it and started a vibration. But the Greeks, who were then ruling Egypt, decided this must be a statue of Memnon, son of the Dawn Goddess Aurora, joyously greeting his mother as she appeared in the early morning.  You will have a photo stop here. There will be vendors around. Bargain, and buy fast.

DEIR EL MEDINA: In this area are the remnants of some of the tombs of the commoners, or laborers, who did the actual work on the royal tombs. You'll see the tombs as "caves" on the side of a cliff.

TEMPLE OF RAMSES III (MEDIRAT HABU): This is a group of temples...the most interesting being the PAVILION OF RAMSES III. As you pass through the gates, notice the statues of SEKHMET, the lion Goddess of War. Also the undersides of the gate still hold some of their original color. On the right is the TEMPLE OF TUTHMOSIS AND HATSHEPSUT. On the left are two small temples for the Priestesses of Amon. Across the square is the TEMPLE OF RAMSES III. This temple has a huge front pylon decorated with battle scenes. Behind the colonnade is the WINDOW OF APPEAPANCE, where the royal family appeared to the public on festival days.

THE NILE CRUISE...continued

FUNERARY TEMPLE OF RAMSES II (RAMESSEUM): The temple's two pylons are mostly in ruins. Around the main temple, buildings remain which served as the workshops, storerooms, and residences for the workers.

AS YOU HEAD BACK TOWARD THE FERRY TO LUXOR, VENDORS WILL BEGIN TO FOLLOW YOU….and follow you…and follow you. Glance at their merchandise quickly to see if anything pleases you, but KEEP WALKING. Look over your shoulder and make an offer. It will be refused. Keep on walking. If you continue this, you'll generally get the item at your price. 

Continuing the cruise, you'll pass thru the interesting LOCKS OF ESNA.  Note:  Because of the numerous ships now on the Nile, it may take many hours before it’s your turn.

ESNA: The next stop on your cruise will be Esna, a small town on the Nile, whose main industry is derived from agriculture. It is however, best known for the little temple in its midst. THE TEMPLE OF ESNA was dedicated to the ram-headed God Khnum and the present temple was built on the site of a number of older structures. This temple is in a huge pit, with its base about 30 feet under the level of the present street. It's astounding how much the level of the Nile bank has risen in 2000 years. The temple is a charming piece of Greco-Roman Egyptian architecture. It is delicately built. Across its facade are six large columns, joined by a wall. In the center is the gateway to the temple. The columns have beautiful, intricate, and flowered capitals. The roof of the hall is still intact...Look up, and see how black it is, from the fires of early Christians, who used the temple as living quarters, and as a church.

EDFU: The next stop will be Edfu, on the west bank. It is also a small agricultural town. Its prize feature, THE TEMPLE OF EDFU, is the most intact structure left from the time of the Pharaohs. It dates from the Ptolemaic era and took nearly 200 years to build. The temple was dedicated to HORUS, the Falcon God, who was the protector of the Pharaoh. Since the temple of Edfu is complete, it is easy to get a feeling of the awe that the average Egyptian must have felt in the presence of his gods. All Egyptian temples were constructed in such a way that one progressed from the open, airy courtyard to the dim inner Hypostyle Halls, to the even dimmer Offering Rooms, and finally to the hushed and gloomy sanctuary where the god rested. At the very front of the building is the typical pylon, and beyond it is the courtyard surrounded by a colonnaded gallery. The facade is formed by six columns, joined by a wall. On their capitals rests the roof of the first Hypostyle Hall. In front of the hall is a large black granite statue of the God Horus, manifested as a falcon, wearing the double crown of Upper and Lower Egypt. Rites and festivals were a major focus of activities at any temple. Many of these rituals involved special unguents and oils. To the left of the 2nd Hypostyle Hall is a small chamber that is often called The Laboratory. The walls of this room are covered with the formulas of secret ointments known only to the high priests.

KOM OMBO: This temple is different because it does not rest on flat ground, but occupies the top of a small plateau overlooking the Nile. It is dedicated to TWO Gods…SOBEK, 
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the crocodile god, and HAROERIS, one of the solar manifestations of Horus. The interior design of this temple is unique, having two corridors surrounding the Hypostyle Halls and the chapel areas, and two offering chambers. The underside of some of the remaining roof is covered with designs, which still retain their old colors.

ASWAN: Aswan has maintained a position of relative importance throughout most of the history of Egypt. It was a major trade center and a major supplier of granite for the building of temples. For most of the 20th century, it reverted to the status of a small town, but with the building of the second HIGH DAM, the town again became into national and world prominence. Aswan will probably be the last stop of your Nile Cruise. Your day in Aswan will include visits to the following:

ISLAND OE ELEPHANTINE: This is the original site of the town of Aswan. At the southern tip, there are remnants of temples honoring the local God Khnum. To the northwest of the ruins is a small temple dedicated to HEGA-IB, one of the early rulers of Elephantine. At the very tip of Elephantine is a tiny little temple almost hidden in the reeds. It is mostly reconstructed.

MAUSOLEUM OF THE AGHA KHAN:  Agha Khan is the hereditary title of the ruling family of the Ismaili sect of Islam. The family originally ruled Pakistan, but were exiled and took up residence in other parts of the world. The grandfather of the present Agha Khan died in 1957, and was buried according to his wishes in Aswan. From the outside, the building is rather unprepossessing, but beyond the huge brass doors, it's quite impressive. You first enter a small, roofless courtyard of white stone with an open, airy, light feeling. On the far side is the domed tomb chamber, with the Agha khan's white marble sarcophagus at the center. Every day, a red rose is placed on the sarcophagus.

KITCHENER'S ISLAND (GEZIRET EL NABATAT): Your tour will probably include an Egyptian "Felucca" ride to this island. The island was originally owned by Lord Kitchener, but today is a beautiful BOTANICAL GARDEN, covered with trees, plants, and bushes from all over the world. It's a wonderful place to wander down paths under the trees.

NOTE: During the Nile Cruise, you might want to take along a supply of make-up items, ballpoint pens, and cigarettes (Marlboro). They are useful as gifts, as tips, and especially for "bargaining". School children want the ballpoint pens, which apparently are in short supply in Egypt. If you give items to children as gifts...USE DISCRETION. Many parents do not want their children to accept gifts for fear that it will turn them into beggars.

